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Introduction

My purpose in creating this book is to educate and 
encourage discussion about human rights. This printed 
Haggadah, however, is only a portion of the project.

The website www.hrhaggadah.com features more 
information about topics raised here, and also a blog which 
relates these issues to current events.

The website will also have additional educational 
material related to holidays, Torah portions, and the like. 
I welcome your feedback, your help, and your involvement. 
Please be in touch.

With hope and respectful blessings,

Shlomo Levin
shlomo@hrhaggadah.com
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Searching for Chametz
Recited before searching for chametz

the evening before the holiday:

Burning the Chametz
Recited the morning before the holiday,

when burning the chametz:

ְּבִדיַקת ָחֵמץ

ִּבעּור ָחֵמץ

Bedikat Chametz

Biur Chametz

ֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם,  ינו ֶמֽ ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהֽ
נּו ְּבִמְצֹוָתיו,  ֲאֶׁשר ִקְּדָׁשֽ

ְוִצָּוֽנּו ַעל ִּבעּור ָחֵמץ.

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of 
the Universe, who has sanctified us with 
his commandments and commanded us 
to destroy chametz.

ָּכל ֲחִמיָרא ַוֲחִמיָעא ְּדִאָּכא ִבְרׁשּוִתי 
ְּדָלא ֲחִמֵּתּה ּוְדָלא ִבַעְרֵּתּה ּוְדָלא 

ְעָנא ֵלּה ִלָּבֵטל ְוֶלֱהֵוי ֶהְפֵקר  ְיַדֽ
ְּכַעְפָרא ְדַאְרָעא.

All chametz in my possession, including 
chametz I have not found, have no 
knowledge of, and have been unable 
to destroy, may it be nullified and 
ownerless like dust of the earth.

After the search, recite:

ָּכל ֲחִמיָרא ַוֲחִמיָעא ְּדִאָּכא ִבְרׁשּוִתי 
ַּדֲחִזֵּתּה ּוְּדָלא ֲחִזֵּתּה, ַּדֲחִמֵּתּה ּוְּדָלא 

ֲחִמֵּתּה, ְּדִבַעְרֵּתּה ּוְדָלא ִבַעְרֵּתּה, 
ִלָּבֵטל ְוֶלֱהֵוי ֶהְפֵקר ְּכַעְפָרא ְדַאְרָעא.

All chametz in my possession, whether 
I have seen it, found it, destroyed it or 
not, may it be nullified and ownerless 
like dust of the earth.
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Lighting of the Holiday Candles
If celebrating the seder on Friday night, 

add the words in italics.

Hadlakat Nerotַהְדָלַקת ֵנרֹות

ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, 
ֲאֶׁשר ִקְּדָׁשנּו ְּבִמְצֹוָתיו ְוִצָּונּו ְלַהְדִליק 

ֵנר (ֶׁשל ַׁשָּבת ְו) ֶׁשל יֹום טֹוב.

ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, 
ֶׁשֶהֱחָינּו ְוִקְּיָמנּו ְוִהִּגיָענּו ַלְּזַמן ַהֶזה.

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of 
the Universe, who has sanctified us with 
his commandments and commanded 
us to light the candles for (Shabbat and) 
Yom Tov.

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of 
the Universe, who has kept us in life 
and enabled us to celebrate this holiday.
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ַקֵדׁש
Kadesh

ּוְרַחץ
Urchatz

ַּכְרַּפס
Karpas

ַמִּגיד
Magid

ָרְחָצה
Rachtza

מֹוִציא ַמָּצה
Motze Matzah

יַַחץ
Yachatz
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ָמרֹור
Maror

ּכֹוֵרְך
Korech

ָצפּון
Tzafun

ַהֵּלל
Hallel

ֻׁשְלָחן עֹוֵרְך
Shulchan Orech

ָּבֵרְך
Barech

ִנְרָצה
Nirtzah
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Kadeshַקֵדׁש

קידוש

ַוְיִהי ֶעֶרב ַוְיִהי בֶֹקר יֹום ַהִּׁשִּׁשי.

ַמִים ְוָהָאֶרץ ְוָכל־ְצָבָאם.  ַוְיֻכּלּו ַהָׁשּ

ַוְיַכל ֱאלִֹהים ַּבּיֹום ַהְּׁשִביִעי ְמַלאְכּתֹו 

ֲאֶׁשר ָעָׂשה ַוִּיְׁשּבֹת ַּבּיֹום ַהְּׁשִביִעי ִמָּכל 

ְמַלאְכּתֹו ֲאֶׁשר ָעָׂשה. ַוְיָבֵרְך ֱאלִֹהים 

ֶאת יֹום ַהְּׁשִביִעי ַוְיַקֵּדׁש אֹותֹו ִּכי 

בֹו ָׁשַבת ִמָּכל־ְמַלאְכּתֹו ֲאֶׁשר ָּבָרא 

ֱאלִֹהים ַלעֲׂשֹות.

The First Cup
Pour the first cup of wine. We stand for Kiddush.

If celebrating the seder on Friday night,
add the words in italics.

Kiddush

There was evening and there 
was morning, the sixth day. The 
heavens and the earth and all 
they contain was completed. And 
on the seventh day God completed 
the work he had done, and God 
rested on the seventh day from all 
the work he had done. And God 
blessed the seventh day and made 
it holy, for on that day he rested 
from all his work, all that God 
had created to do.



9

If celebrating the seder on a Saturday night add here 
havdallah (found on next page). On all nights continue:

ַסְבִרי ָמָרנָן ְוַרָּבנָן ְוַרּבוַתי.

ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יי, ֱאלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעוָלם 

ּבוֵרא ְּפִרי ַהָגֶפן. ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יי, ֱאלֵהינּו 

ֶמֶלְך ָהעוָלם ֲאֶׁשר ָּבַחר ָּבנּו ִמָּכל ָעם 

ְורוְמָמנּו ִמָּכל ָלׁשון ְוִקְּדָׁשנּו ְּבִמְצוָתיו. 

ַוִּתֶּתן ָלנּו יי ֱאלֵהינּו ְּבַאֲהָבה (ַׁשָּבתות 

ִלְמנּוָחה ּו) מועֲִדים ְלִׂשְמָחה, ַחִּגים 

ּוְזַמִּנים ְלָׂששון, (ֶאת יום ַהַׁשָּבת ַהֶּזה ְו) 

ֶאת יום ַחג ַהַּמּצות ַהֶּזה ְזַמן ֵחרּוֵתנּו, 

(ְּבַאֲהָבה) ִמְקָרא קֶדׁש זֵֶכר ִליִציַאת 

ִמְצָרִים. ִּכי ָבנּו ָבַחְרָּת ְואוָתנּו ִקַּדְׁשָּת 

ִמָּכל ָהַעִּמים, (ְוַׁשָּבת) ּומועֲֵדי ָקְדֶׁשָך 

(ְּבַאֲהָבה ּוְבָרצון) ְּבִׂשְמָחה ּוְבָׂששון 

ִהְנַחְלָּתנּו. ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יי, ְמַקֵּדׁש 

(ַהַׁשָּבת ְו) ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְוַהְּזַמִּנים.

Attention, everyone:
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of 
the World, creator of the fruit of the 
vine. Blessed are you, Lord our God, 
King of the Universe, who has chosen us 
from all the nations, lifted us up from 
speakers of all the other languages, and 
sanctified us with his commandments. 
Lord our God, give us with love (Shabbat 
for rest and) festivals for joy, holidays 
for rejoicing. May this (Shabbat day 
and) festival of matzah, the time of 
our freedom, (with love) be a holy day, 
a remembrance of the exodus from 
Egypt. For you have chosen us and you 
have sanctified us from all the nations. 
(Shabbat) and holy festivals (with love 
and kindness), joy and rejoicing you have 
bequeathed to us. Blessed are you, God, 
who hallows (the Shabbbat and) Israel 
and the holidays.

ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יי, ֱאלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעוָלם, 
ֶׁשֶהֱחָינּו ְוִקְּיָמנּו ְוִהִּגיָענּו ַלְּזַמן ַהֶזה.

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of 
the Universe, who has kept us in life, 
sustained us, and brought us to this 
occasion.

We sit and drink the wine while reclining.
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הבדלה

ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יי, ֱאלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעוָלם, 

ּבוֵרא ְמאוֵרי ָהֵאׁש.

ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יי, ֱאלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעוָלם 

ַהַמְבִדיל ֵּבין קֶדׁש ְלׁחל, בין אור ְלחֶׁשְך, 

ֵּבין ִיְׂשָרֵאל ָלַעִּמים, ֵּבין יום ַהְּׁשִביִעי 

ְלֵׁשֶׁשת ְיֵמי ַהַּמעֲֶׂשה. ֵּבין ְקֻדַּׁשת ַׁשָּבת 

ִלְקֻדַּׁשת יום טוב ִהְבַּדְלָּת, ְוֶאת יום 

ַהְּׁשִביִעי ִמֵּׁשֶׁשת ְיֵמי ַהַּמעֲֶׂשה ִקַּדְׁשָּת. 

ִהְבַּדְלָּת ְוִקַּדְׁשָּת ֶאת ַעְּמָך ִיְׂשָרֵאל 

ִּבְקֻדָּׁשֶתָך. ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יי, ַהַּמְבִדיל ֵּבין 

קֶדׁש ְלקֶדׁש.

Added when celebrating the seder on a Saturday 
night. The first blessing is recited while looking at the 

holiday candles. No spice box is used.

Havdallah

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of 
the world, creator of the light of the fire.
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of 
the World, who distinguishes between 
the holy and the mundane. Between 
light and darkness, between Israel and 
the nations, between the seventh day 
and the six days of creation. Between 
the holiness of the Shabbat and the 
holiness of the holiday you have 
distinguished, and you have sanctified 
the seventh day from the six days 
of creation. You have separated and 
made holy your nation Israel with your 
holiness. Blessed are you, God, who 
distinguishes between levels of holiness.

ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יי, ֱאלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעוָלם, 
ֶׁשֶהֱחָינּו ְוִקְּיָמנּו ְוִהִּגיָענּו ַלְּזַמן ַהֶזה.

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King 
of the World, who has kept us in life, 
sustained us, and brought us to this 
occasion.

We sit and drink the wine while reclining.



11

Equality and the Chosen People
"The Chosen People""ֲאֶׁשר ָּבַחר ָּבנּו ִמָּכל ָעם"

Human Rights are Equal for All
Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this 
Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, 
sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social 
origin, property, birth or other status.

– Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article II.
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Is the Chosen People compatible with Human Rights?
Mordechai Kaplan, founder of the Reconstructionist movement, 
rejected the concept of being the chosen people. He said belief 
in the chosen people leads to racism among Jews. Belief in 
chosenness is untenable because such beliefs imply the superiority 
of the chosen community and the rejection of others.

Nevertheless, many Jewish thinkers (including some in the 
Reconstructionist movement itself) continue to embrace the 
notion of the chosen people. They claim that according to 
the Torah, Jews are chosen for extra responsibilities, such as 
spreading ethical teachings or fulfilling the commandments, 
rather than rights or privileges. In their view, since anyone 
can convert to Judaism there is no basis for finding a 
particular race or ethnicity to be superior to others.

Does belief in a chosen people lead to racism?
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Hand Washing.
We pour water from a cup over our fingers to prepare 

for eating the karpas. No blessing is said.

ּוְרַחץ

ַּכְרַּפס

יַַחץ

Urchatz

Karpas

Yachatz

Eating Greens
We dip a green vegetable such as parsley or celery in 

salt water. Before eating we recite the blessing:

Breaking the Middle Matzah.
Take the middle matzah from the seder plate and crack it 

in half. The larger half is set aside to be the afikoman.  
The smaller is saved to be eaten before the meal.

ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יי, ֱאלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך 
ָהעוָלם, ּבוֵרא ְּפִרי ָהֲאָדָמה.

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the 
Universe, creator of the produce of the earth.

Magidַמִּגיד
Telling the Passover Story.
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ָהא ַלְחָמא ַעְנָיא ִדי ֲאָכלּו ַאְבָהָתנָא 

ְּבַאְרָעא ְדִמְצָרִים.

ָּכל ִדְכִפין ֵייֵתי ְוֵייכל,

ָּכל ִדְצִריְך ֵייֵתי ְוִיְפַסח.

ָהַׁשָּתא ָהָכא - ְלָׁשנָה ַהָּבָאה ְּבַאְרָעא 

ְדִיְׂשָרֵאל. ָהַׁשָּתא ַעְבֵדי - ְלָׁשנָה ַהָּבָאה 

ְּבנֵי חוִרין.

This is the bread of affliction that 
our ancestors ate in Eygpt.
All who are hungry let them come 
and eat,
all in need let them join our 
celebration of Pesach.
Now we are here, next year may 
we be in the land of Israel.
This year we are slaves, next year 
we will be free.

Is Food a Human Right?
Ha Lachmha Anyahָהא ַלְחָמא ַעְנָיא

As the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was 
drafted, the inclusion of food was a major source of 
disagreement. Some countries, primarily the Soviet 
Union and Asian nations, argued that economic rights 
such as food, housing, and employment are most 
important. It is worth trading political freedoms to 
insure economic stability.

Western nations argued that political rights such 
as freedom of speech, freedom of religion, and 
participation in government are most important. 
Western nations didn’t see health care and housing as 
universal rights.

In the end, economic rights were included in the 
declaration. But even though all human rights are 
said to be indivisible from one another and equally 
important, in practice no government can guarantee 
them all equally for its citizens. Western countries 
have continued to emphasize the political, while other 
countries prioritize the economic.
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Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 25.
Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health 
and well-being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, 
housing and medical care and necessary social services, and the 
right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, 
widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances 
beyond his control.

Is Food a Human Right?
One might assume that access to food should be a human right, 
as political and religious freedoms are worthless without it. Also, 
it is well documented that the earth produces plenty of calories 
to feed the entire human population. Food shortage results from 
the political and economic systems which determine how that 
food is used and distributed. For example, the United States 
diverts vast amounts of corn to feed animals and make ethanol 
rather than use it for human consumption. It seems intuitive 
that political and economic systems which allow the poor to go 
hungry while others have excess should violate human rights.

On the other hand, elevating food to a basic human right may also 
cause problems. If food is a right, citizens may not feel obligated 
to work. In this view providing food to those in need should be 
considered a charitable obligation, but not a legal one. If government 
is obligated to provide food for all, government may then feel 
entitled to dictate citizens’ jobs and work training, conflicting with 
personal freedoms. Finally, how would we decide what quantity 
and quality of food (let alone health care) are truly rights? 

Are we entitled to food, or does everyone have to earn even 
their most basic necessities?
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 ַמה ִּנְׁשַּתָּנה ַהַּלְֽיָלה ַהּזֶה
ִמָּכל ַהֵּלילֹות?

 ֶׁשְּבָכל ַהֵּלילֹות 
 ָֽאנּו אֹוְכִלין

 ָחֵמץ ּוַמָּצה.
ַהַּלְֽיָלה ַהֶּזה ֻּכּלֹו ַמָּצה.

 ֶׁשְּבָכל ַהֵּלילֹות 
 ָֽאנּו אֹוְכִלין

 ְׁשָאר ְיָרקֹות
ַהַּלְֽיָלה ַהֶּזה ָמרֹור.

 ֶׁשְּבָכל ַהֵּלילֹות 
 ֵאין ָֽאנּו ַמְטִּביִלין

 ֲאִפילּו ַּפַֽעם ֶאָחת.
ַהַּלְֽיָלה ַהֶּזה ְׁשֵּתי ְפָעִמים.

 ֶׁשְּבָכל ַהֵּלילֹות 
 ָֽאנּו אֹוְכִלין

 ֵּבין יֹוְׁשִבין ּוֵבין ְמֻסִּבין.
ַהַּלְֽיָלה ַהֶּזה ֻּכָּלֽנּו ְמֻסִּבין.

Why is this night different  
from all other nights?

On all other nights  
we eat chametz and matzo. 
Tonight, why do we eat  
only matzo?

On all other nights  
we eat any kind of herbs.  
Tonight, why do we eat  
the bitter herbs?

On all other nights  
we do not dip even once.  
Tonight, why do we dip 
the greens twice?

On all other nights  
we eat sitting or reclining.  
Tonight, why do we  
all recline?

?Ma Nishtanaַמה ִּנְׁשַּתָּנה?

The Four Questions
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עֲָבִדים ָהִיינּו ְלַפְרעה ְּבִמְצָרִים, ַוּיוִציֵאנּו 

יי ֱאלֵהינּו ִמָּׁשם ְּבָיד ֲחָזָקה ּוִבְזרַע ְנטּוָיה. 

ְוִאּלּו לא הוִציא ַהָּקדוׁש ָּברּוְך הּוא ֶאת 

ֲאבוֵתינּו ִמִּמְצָרִים, ֲהֵרי ָאנּו ּוָבֵנינּו ּוְבֵני 

ָבֵנינּו ְמֻׁשְעָּבִדים ָהִיינּו ְלַפְרעה ְּבִמְצָרִים. 

ַוֲאִפילּו ֻּכָּלנּו ֲחָכִמים ֻּכָּלנּו ְנבוִנים ֻּכָּלנּו 

ְזֵקִנים ֻּכָּלנּו יוְדִעים ֶאת ַהּתוָרה ִמְצָוה 

ָעֵלינּו ְלַסֵּפר ִּביִציַאת ִמְצָרִים. ְוָכל ַהַּמְרֶּבה 

ְלַסֵּפר ִּביִציַאת ִמְצַרִים ֲהֵרי ֶזה ְמֻׁשָּבח:

We were slaves to Pharoah in Egypt. 
And God took us out from there with 
a strong hand and outstretched arm. 
And if God had not redeemed our 
ancestors from Egypt, then we, along 
with our children and all future 
generations, would still be slaves 
to Pharoah in Egypt. Even if we all 
were wise, all scholarly, all elders, 
all knowledgeable of the Torah, we 
would still be required to tell the 
story of the Exodus. And the more one 
tells the story, this is to be praised.

Modern Slavery
Avadim Hayinuֲעָבִדים ָהִיינּו

A child laborer working 
inside a ship building 
yard in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh. Workers, 
including children, 
labor in unsafe, 
risky, and hazardous 
conditions. Photo by  
Mohammad Saiful 
Islam, taken in 2016.
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Here are the situations in which slavery is most common today:

Domestic Servitude - When live in help, often from another country and 
unfamiliar with our laws and language, is held in an exploitative arrangement in 
which they become dependent on the employer and have no freedom to leave. 
Since live in help are isolated they are easier to exploit, and authorities cannot 
inspect homes as easily as regular workplaces.

Forced Labor - When a person is forced to work under threat of punishment to 
themselves or their families. This usually occurs in the context of poverty, where 
people lack sustainable jobs and education, and in places where there is weak 
rule of law, corruption, and in industries dependent on cheap labor.

Child Labor - Children growing up in poverty, particularly in areas that have 
been affected by armed conflict and natural disasters, may be forced to work 
from a young age and receive little or no education.

Sex Trafficking - When a person is forced to perform commercial sex acts for 
someone else’s profit.

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 4.
No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave 
trade shall be prohibited in all their forms
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Modern Slavery
Even though laws allowing masters to keep humans as property have 
been abolished, the International Labor Organizations claims that 
about 40 million people are still slaves today.

When do coercion, threats, low or no wages, and bad 
working conditions combine to create conditions similar 
to slavery?

Children working in 
a shipyard in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh.
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ַמֲעֶׂשה ְּבַרִּבי ֱאִליֶעֶזר ְוַרִּבי ְיהוֻׁשַע ְוַרִּבי 

ֶאְלָעזָר ֶּבן עֲַזְרָיה ְוַרִּבי עֲִקיָבא ְוַרִּבי ַטְרפון 

ֶׁשָהיּו ְמֻסִּבין ִּבְבֵני ְבַרק ְוָהיּו ְמַסְּפִרים 

ִּביִציַאת ִמְצַרִים ָּכל אותו ַהַּלְיָלה, ַעד ֶׁשָּבאּו 

ַתְלִמיֵדיֶהם ְוָאְמרּו ָלֶהם ַרּבוֵתינּו ִהִּגיַע ְזַמן 

ְקִריַאת ְׁשַמע ֶׁשל ַׁשֲחִרית.

ָאַמר ַרִּבי ֶאְלָעזָר ֶּבן עֲזְַריָה:

 ֲהֵרי ֲאִני ְּכֶבן ִׁשְבִעים ָׁשנָה

 ְולא זִָכיִתי ֶׁשֵּתָאֵמר 

 ְיִציַאת ִמְצַרִים ַּבֵּלילות

 ַעד ֶׁשָּדְרָׁשּה ֶּבן זוָמא, 

 ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר, ְלַמַען ִּתְזּכור ֶאת 

 יום ֵצאְתָך ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים 

 ּכל ְיֵמי ַחֶּייָך.

ְיֵמי ַחּיֶיָך ַהּיִָמים.

ּכל ְיֵמי ַחּיֶיָך ַהֵּלילות.

וֲַחָכִמים אוְמִרים

ְיֵמי ַחּיֶיָך ָהעוָלם ַהּזֶה.

ּכל ְיֵמי ַחּיֶיָך ְלָהִביא ִלימות ַהָּמִׁשיַח:

There was an incident involving 
Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi Yehoshua, Rabbi 
Elazar ben Azarya, Rabbi Akiva, and 
Rabbi Tarphon, who were celebrating 
the seder in Bnei Brak. They retold 
the story of the Exodus the entire 
night, until their students came and 
said: Rabbis, it is now time to read the 
morning Shma.

Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya said:
I am like a man of seventy years, but 
I have never had merit to understand 
why we recite the paragraph concerning 
the Exodus in the night time shma (as 
well as the morning) until Ben Zoma 
explained it to me. It says in the Torah: 
In order to remember the day on which 
you went out from Egypt all the days of 
your life. 
The days of your life would mean the 
days only, 
but all the days of your life means 
during the night time as well.

The sages said: 
The days of your life would mean just 
in this world,
all the days of your life comes to 
include the days of the mashiach.
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ָּברּוְך ַהָּמקום, ָּברּוְך הּוא, ָּברּוְך ֶׁשָּנַתן 

ּתוָרה ְלַעּמו ִיְׂשָרֵאל, ָּברּוְך הּוא.

 ְּכֶנֶגד ַאְרָּבָעה ָבִנים ִּדְּבָרה ּתוָרה:

 ֶאָחד ָחָכם, ְוֶאָחד ָרָׁשע, ְוֶאָחד ָּתם,

ְוֶאָחד ֶׁשֵאינו יוֵדַע ִלְׁשאול.

ָחָכם ָמה הּוא אוֵמר?
 ָמה ָהֵעדות ְוַהֻחִּקים ְוַהִּמְׁשָּפִטים

ֲאֶׁשר ִצָּוה יי ֱאלֵהינּו ֶאְתֶכם.
 ְוַאף ַאָּתה ֱאמור לו ְּכִהְלכות

 ַהֶּפַסח: ֵאין ַמְפִטיִרין ַאַחר
ַהֶּפַסח ֲאִפיקוָמן:

ָרָׁשע ָמה הּוא אוֵמר?
ָמה ָהעֲבוָדה ַהּזאת ָלֶכם.

 ָלֶכם - ְולא לו. ּוְלִפי ֶׁשהוִציא
 ֶאת ַעְצמו ִמן ַהְּכָלל ָּכַפר ְּבִעָּקר.

 ְוַאף ַאָּתה ַהְקֵהה ֶאת ִׁשָּניו
 ֶוֱאמור לו:

 "ַּבעֲבּור ֶזה ָעָׂשה יי ִלי
ְּבֵצאִתי ִמִּמְצָרִים". ִלי ְולא לו. 
ִאּלּו ָהָיה ָׁשם, לא ָהָיה ִנְגָאל:

ָּתם ָמה הּוא אוֵמר?
 ַמה ּזאת? ְוָאַמְרָּת ֵאָליו

 "ְּבחוֶזק ָיד הוִציָאנּו יי ִמִּמְצַרִים
ִמֵּבית עֲָבִדים".

ְוֶׁשֵאינו יוֵדַע ִלְׁשאול -
 ַאְּת ְּפַתח לו, ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר,

 ְוִהַּגְדָּת ְלִבְנָך ַּביום ַההּוא ֵלאמר,
 ַּבעֲבּור ֶזה ָעָׂשה יי ִלי

ְּבֵצאִתי ִמִּמְצָרִים.

Blessed is the Omnipresent, blessed is 
he. Blessed is He who gave the Torah to 
his nation Israel, Blessed is He.

The Torah speaks of four children: 
The wise, the wicked, the simple, 
and the one who does not know 
how to ask.

What does the wise child say?

What are the laws and statutes and rules that God 

has commanded you? You must explain to him all 

the rules of Passover, including even the detail 

that we do not eat anything after the Passover 

offering, even the afikoman.

The wicked child, what does he say? 

What is the use of this ritual to you? To you and 

not to him! Because he has excluded himself 

from the community, he has transgressed a 

fundamental teaching of our faith. You must set 

his teeth on edge. Say to him: Because of this God 

did for me, when I went out of Egypt. For me and 

not for him. If he had been there, he would not 

have been redeemed.

What does the simple child say? 

What is this? You must explain to him: 

With a strong hand God took us out 

from slavery in Egypt.

The child who does not know how to ask,

you must make conversation with him. 

This is as it says, “Tell your son on that day: 

Because of this God did for me, 

when I went out of Egypt.”

The Four Childrenַאְרָּבָעת הָבִנים
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Slavery as Punishment

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 5.
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment.

U.S. Constitution
The United States constitution still allows slavery to be used as 
punishment. Slavery was abolished in 1865 by the 13th amendment.  
That amendment reads:

Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as punishment for 
crime wherof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within 
the United States.
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Slavery for the Wicked?
The Haggadah says the wicked child would have been left 
as a slave in Egypt, implying that enslavement is a suitable 
punishment for the wicked.

If prisoners idly loaf about, imprisonment would hardly be 
a deterrent for crime. And since prisoners are provided food, 
clothing, and shelter, why shouldn’t they work?

Yet from the Soviet gulags to 19th century British prisoners 
forced to climb treadmills for hours to power mills and pumps, 
history is filled with examples of prisoners being cruelly abused 
and overworked. Here are some reasons prisoners should not be 
subjected to hard labor:

• Prisoners have almost no protection from physical or sexual 
abuse. Anyone punished by hard labor will likely be subjected 
to unconscionable mistreatment.

• There is no clear answer as to what crimes are severe enough 
to deserve hard labor as punishment. Society may therefore 
be tempted to incarcerate more citizens and work them at 
hard labor to perpetrate oppression or for economic gain.

• Prisoners performing hard labor become much like slaves. 
Slavery may be such an affront to human dignity it can never 
be justified.

The U.S. currently spends about $80 billion per year to 
hold about 2.2 million people in prison. It makes sense 
they should work to pay some of that cost. But how do 
we protect prisoners from abuse, and does having such a 
large source of reliable labor create a disincentive from 
reforming our criminal justice system?
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ָיכול ֵמראׁש חוֶדׁש?

ַּתְלמּוד לוַמר ַּביום ַההּוא.

ִאי ַּביום ַההּוא ָיכול ִמְּבעוד יום? 

ַּתְלמּוד לוַמר ַּבֲעבּור זֶה -

ַּבעֲבּור ֶזה לא ָאַמְרִּתי,

 ֶאָלא ְּבָׁשָעה ֶׁשֵיׁש

ַמָצה ּוָמרור ֻמָּנִחים ְלָפֶניָך.

ִמְּתִחָּלה עוְבֵדי עֲבוָדה זָָרה ָהיּו 

ֲאבוֵתינּו, ְוַעְכָׁשיו ֵקְרָבנּו ַהָּמקום 

ַלעֲבָדתו, ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר: "ַויאֶמר ְיהוֻשַע ֶאל 

ָּכל ָהָעם, ּכה ָאַמר יי ֱאלֵהי ִיְׂשָרֵאל: 

ְּבֵעֶבר ַהָּנָהר ָיְׁשבּו ֲאבוֵתיֶכם ֵמעוָלם, 

ֶּתַרח ֲאִבי ַאְבָרָהם ַוֲאִבי ָנחור, ַוַּיַעְבדּו 

ֱאלִהים ֲאֵחִרים. ָוֶאַקח ֶאת ֲאִביֶכם ֶאת 

ַאְבָרָהם ֵמֵעֶבר ַהָּנָהר ָואוֵלְך אותו 

ְּבָכל ֶאֶרץ ְּכָנַען, ָוַאְרֶּבה ֶאת ַזְרעו 

ָוֶאֵּתן לו ֶאת ִיְצָחק, ָוֶאֵּתן ְלִיְצָחק ֶאת 

ַיעֲקב ְוֶאת ֵעָׂשיו. ָוֶאֵּתן ְלֵעָׂשו ֶאת 

ַהר ֵּׂשִעיר ָלֶרֶׁשת אתו, ְוַיעֲקב ּוָבָניו 

ָיְרדּו ִמְצָרִים."

Should we tell the story of the Exodus on 
the first day of the (Hebrew) month? 
No, because the Torah says "on that day.”
If we must tell the story on that day, 
perhaps then we should begin while it 
is still daylight? 
No, becase the Torah says, "because of 
this." Because of this means at the time 
when matzah and the bitter herbs are 
set before us.

In the beginning our ancestors 
worshipped idols, and now God has 
brought us near to serve him, 
as it says, "Joshua said to the nation: 
Thus says God, the Lord of Israel. 
Your ancestors always lived across the 
river, Terach the father of Abraham 
and Nachor, and they worshipped 
foreign gods. I took your father 
Abraham from across the river, and 
took him through the land of Cana’an. 
I gave him multiple offspring, and I 
gave him Isaac. I gave to Isaac Jacob 
and Esau. To Esau I gave Mt. Seir as an 
inheritance. Jacob and his sons went 
down to Egypt." 
(Joshua 24)

Religious Freedom
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Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 18.
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and 
religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, 
and freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public 
or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, 
worship and observance.

Judaism and Human Rights
Judaism can be a powerful inspiration towards human rights. 
The Torah contains countless verses that command us to pursue 
justice, seek peace, and aid the downtrodden and poor.

At the same time, the Torah commands the execution of heretics, 
the destruction of numerous nations, and the invasion of the 
promised land. The Torah creates inequality between Jews and 
non-Jews as well as women and men. Jewish law attempts to deny 
its adherents the right to change their beliefs or leave the fold. In 
the 19th century the Bible’s tolerance of slavery was used to defend 
continuing slavery in the United States, just as verses such as the 
one from Isaiah above were advanced as reasons to abolish it.

"ִלְמדּו ֵהיֵטב ִּדְרׁשּו ִמְׁשָּפט, ַאְּׁשרּו ָחמֹוץ; ִׁשְפטּו יָתֹום, ִריבּו ַאְלָמנָה."

"Learn to do well; seek justice, relieve the oppressed, judge 
the fatherless, plead for the widow"
– Isaiah 1:17

What should we do when some Torah verses, Jewish 
laws, or Rabbinic teachings do not seem compatible with 
human rights?
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ָּברּוְך ׁשוֵמר ַהְבָטָחתו ְלִיְׂשָרֵאל, ָּברּוְך 

הּוא. ֶׁשַהָּקדוׁש ָּברּוְך הּוא ִחַּׁשב ֶאת 

ַהֵּקץ, ַלעֲׂשות ְּכמו ֶּׁשָאַמר ְלַאְבָרָהם 

ָאִבינּו ִּבְבִרית ֵּבין ַהְּבָתִרים, ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר: 

ַוּיאֶמר ְלְַאְבָרם, ָידע ֵּתַדע ִּכי ֵגר 

ִיְהֶיה ַזְרעֲָך ְּבֶאֶרץ לא ָלֶהם, ַועֲָבדּום 

ְוִעּנּו אָתם ַאְרַּבע ֵמאות שנה. ְוגם 

ֶאת ַהּגוי ֲאֶׁשר ַיעֲבדּו ָּדן ָאנִכי 

ְוַאֲחֵרי ֵכן ֵיְצאּו, ִּבְרֻכׁש ָּגדֹול:

Blessed is he who keeps his promise 
to Israel, blessed is he. For the Holy 
One, Blessed is He, calculated the 
time of our redemption, to fulfill 
the covenant with Abraham, as it 
says: God said to Abram, know that 
your descendants will be strangers 
in a foreign land, and they will 
be enslaved and oppressed for 
four hundred years. Then I will 
judge the nation that enslaved 
them, and they will go out with 
great wealth. (Genesis 15:13).

Reparations

Reparations in the Torah
When your Hebrew brother is sold to you as a slave for six years, in 
the seventh year you shall set him free. And when you set him free, 
he shall not go empty handed. Give him from your flocks, your 
threshing, and your winepress...”
– Devarim 15:13.

“Since he has nothing...how will he support himself if he is not given 
these gifts?” 
– Commentary on the Torah by Rabbi Hezekiah ben Manoah 

(Chizkuni) 13th century.
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Restitution:
Restitutions are payments 
designed to restore the 
victim to the situation 
they were in before the 
abuse occurred. This 
may mean restoring the 
person’s place of residence, 
returning their property, or 
restoring their citizenship.

Compensation:
This is to make up for 
the harm done, and can 
include making up for 
lost opportunities for 
employment or education.

Rehabilitation: 
This consists of medical 
or psychological care.

Satisfaction: 
This includes such things 
as public apology and 
accepting responsibility 
by the group that 
caused the abuse.

Commemoration and 
memorials to the victims:
This includes verification 
of the facts of what 
happened and public 
disclosure of the truth, 
search for those who may 
have disappeared, and 
proper burial of victims.

Guarantees of 
non-repetition: 
These are political, legal, 
or educational changes 
designed to prevent the 
violations from recurring

Reparations include:

According to United Nations resolutions and the Rome Statute, 
human rights abusers must pay their victims compensation. 
This is for two reasons:

1. Practical � To enable the victims to begin new lives.

2. Moral � For the abuser to take responsibility for the injustice, 
they must attempt to repair the harm they’ve done.
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Menachem Begin, head of 
the Herut party, protesting 
against accepting Holocaust 
reparations from Germany 
in March 1952 in Tel Aviv.

The sign reads:
"Our honor shall not 
be sold for money; Our 
blood shall not be atoned 
by goods. We shall wipe 
out the disgrace!"

From the National Photo 
Collection of Israel

Problems with Reparations
It only seems fair that victims of human rights abuses should 
receive reparations, just like victims of other crimes are entitled to 
compensation. Survivors of genocide, slavery, and war crimes may 
have lost everything and depend on reparations to rebuild their lives.

Israeli Prime Minister David Ben Gurion demanded reparations 
from Germany after the Holocaust, so that "the murderers 
do not also become the heirs". But many objected, saying that 
accepting money would lighten the Germans’ guilt. Another 
problem with reparations is it often takes a long time to arrange 
for them to be paid. By then it can be difficult to determine who 
are actually the victims or their heirs, and those paying may no 
longer be the ones who committed the crimes. This is a major 
objection to paying reparations for slavery in the United States.

When do reparations help rectify injustice?
When do they create a new injustice, or lighten the 
conscience of those who have committed crimes?
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Train set manufactured 
by Maschinenfabrik 
Esslingen in the old 
Jerusalem Railway 
Station, shortly after 
delivery as part of the 
reparations agreement 
with Germany, 1956.
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ּלֹא  ָעְמָדה ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ְוָלנּו. ֶשׁ ְוִהיא ֶשׁ

א  ְלָבד ָעַמד ָעֵלינּו ְלַכּלֹוֵתנּו, ֶאָלּ ֶאָחד ִבּ

ָכל ּדֹור ָודֹור עֹוְמִדים ָעֵלינּו ְלַכלֹוֵתנּו,  ְבּ ֶשׁ

רּוְך הּוא ַמִצּיֵלנּו ִמָיָּדם. דֹוׁש ָבּ ְוַהָקּ

י  ׁש ָלָבן ָהֲאַרִמּ ֵקּ ֵצא ּוְלַמד ַמה ִבּ

ְרעֹה לֹא ָגַזר  ַפּ ַלעֲׂשֹות ְלַיעֲקֹב ָאִבינּו: ֶשׁ

ׁש ַלעֲקֹר  ֵקּ א ַעל ַהְזָּכִרים, ְוָלָבן ִבּ ֶאָלּ

י אֵֹבד ָאִבי,  ֶנֱּאַמר: ֲאַרִמּ ֶאת־ַהּכֹל. ֶשׁ

ְמֵתי ְמָעט,  ם ִבּ ַוֵיֶּרד ִמְצַרְיָמה ַויָָּגר ָשׁ

ם ְלגֹוי ָגּדֹול, ָעצּום ָוָרב. ַוְיִהי ָשׁ

He has stood up for our ancestors 
and for us. Because not just once 
have enemies risen up to destroy us. 
Rather in every generation they rise 
up to destroy us, and the Holy One, 
Blessed is He, saves us from them.

Go and learn what Lavan the Aramean 
attempted to do to our patriarch Jacob. 
Pharoah only decreed against the baby 
boys, but Lavan attempted to destroy all, 
as it says: A wandering Aramean was 
my father, and he went down with small 
numbers to Egypt to live there. And he 
became there a great nation, powerful and 
numerous.

Genocide

The Term Genocide
The term genocide was coined in 1944 from the Greek prefix 
genos, which means race or tribe, and the Latin suffix cide, which 
means killing. Just like homicide is the killing of one person, 
genocide is the killing of an entire group. The Rome Statute 
defines genocide as harm committed with intent to destroy, in 
whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial or religious group. 

Killing One Person is Like Killing the World
The Rabbis warn against speaking out only about large scale 
atrocities such as genocide by saying: "Man was created alone to 
teach that whoever kills one person is as if he has destroyed the 
entire world, and whoever saves one life it as though he has saved 
the entire world."

–Talmud Sanhedrin 37a
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The Significance of Genocide
From Pharaoh to Hitler to Haman, Jews are all too familiar with 
genocide. After the holocaust, we may feel a special responsibility to 
make sure ‘never again’.

Genocides continue today. In the Syrian civil war which began in 
2011, Syrian President Assad was accused of attempting to destroy 
his country’s Sunni population. Turkey was accused of attempting 
to wipe out the Kurds. In the war in Syria approximately 500,000 
people were killed and more than 10 million became refugees.

As violence against innocent people continues all around 
the world, what lessons have we learned?  
What does it mean to say ‘never again?’

Hall of Names in the 
Yad Vashem Holocaust 
Memorial, Jerusalem
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ּבּור. י ַהִדּ  ַויֵֶּרד ִמְצַרְיָמה – ָאנּוס ַעל ִפּ

לֹא ָיַרד ַיעֲקֹב ָאִבינּו  ד ֶשׁ ם. ְמַלֵמּ ַויָָּגר ָשׁ

ם,  א ָלגּור ָשׁ ִמְצַרִים ֶאָלּ ַע ְבּ ֵקּ ַתּ ְלִהְשׁ

ָאֶרץ  ְרעֹה, ָלגּור ָבּ ֶנֱּאַמר: ַויֹּאְמרּו ֶאל־ַפּ ֶשׁ

ר ַלעֲָבֶדיָך,  י ֵאין ִמְרֶעה ַלּצֹאן ֲאֶשׁ אנּו, ִכּ ָבּ

בּו־ָנא  ה ֵיְשׁ ָנַען. ְוַעָתּ ֶאֶרץ ְכּ י ָכֵבד ָהָרָעב ְבּ ִכּ

ֶאֶרץ ּגֶֹשן. עֲָבֶדיָך ְבּ

He went down to Egypt, forced to go 
according to the Torah.
He lived there – this teaches that Jacob only 
went to dwell temporarily in Egypt, not to live 
there permanently. This is as it is written in 
the Torah: They said to Pharoah: We have come 
to live in the land, since there is nothing for 
your servants’ sheep to graze on, for the famine 
is very severe in the land of Cana’an. Now please 
let your servants settle in the land of Goshen.

Refugees

Migrants vs Refugees

Today, waves of people fleeing war, gang violence, poverty, or oppression 
seek shelter in Europe or the United States. There are various terms used to 
refer to them. Here is what two key legal terms mean:

Refugees: A refugee is someone who flees his home country due to a 
well founded fear of persecution based on race, religion, nationality, political 
opinion, or membership in a particular social group. Governments are required 
to grant refugees asylum, which means sheltering them at least temporarily 
and not forcing them to return to the place of danger they fled from.

Migrants: A migrant is someone who chooses to move to a new country. 
Someone who decides to leave a poor country with limited jobs and low pay to 
live somewhere with greater economic opportunity is a migrant. Countries can 
establish quotas and other criteria for determining which (if any) migrants to 
accept, since there is no legal obligation to accept migrants.

The distinction between an economic migrant and refugee is often very 
difficult to determine in our current reality and at the heart of current political 
debate. For example, someone attempting to move from Central America to 
the United States may be fleeing political oppression, crime, and poverty all at 
once.
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Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 14.
Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries 
asylum from persecution.

Was Jacob a migrant or a refugee?
Jacob and his family went to Egypt to escape famine in Cana’an. This 
would seem to be a compelling reason to ask for shelter- should he be 
refused and forced back to Cana’an, Jacob would face starvation and 
possible death!

On the other hand, famine is specifically not on the list of criteria 
for receiving asylum. Asylum was conceived in international law 
as a way of shielding a limited number of political dissidents, not a 
means of alleviating poverty or sparing entire populations from the 
consequences of natural disasters. Countries may send aid to help 
those suffering from drought or famine, but to take in an entire 
foreign population is beyond any nation’s means.

Should Egypt have been required to accept Jacob’s family?
What should we do when whole populations flee violence 
or natural disasters seeking asylum? 
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ְבִעים  ִשׁ ֶנֱּאַמר: ְבּ ּ ָמה ֶשׁ ְמֵתי ְמָעט. ְכּ ִבּ

ה  ֶנֶפׁש ָיְרדּו ֲאבֹוֶתיָך ִמְצָרְיָמה, ְוַעָתּ

ַמִים ָלרֹב. כֹוְכֵבי ַהָשּׁ ָשְׂמָך ה' ֱאלֶֹהיָך ְכּ

ָהיּו ִיְשָׂרֵאל  ם ְלגֹוי. ְמַלֵמד ֶשׁ ַוְיִהי ָשׁ

ָמה  ם. ָגּדֹול ָעצּום – ְכּ ְמֻצָיִּנים ָשׁ

ְרצּו  רּו ַוִיְּשׁ ֶנֱּאַמר: ּוְבֵני ִיְשָׂרֵאל ָפּ ּ ֶשׁ

ֵלא  ָמּ ְמאֹד ְמאֹד, ַוִתּ ַוִיְּרּבּו ַוַיַּעְצמּו ִבּ

ָהָאֶרץ אָֹתם.

ֶצַמח  ֶנֱּאַמר: ְרָבָבה ְכּ ּ ָמה ֶשׁ ָוָרב. ְכּ

ִלי  ְגְדּ י ַוִתּ ְרִבּ יְך, ַוִתּ ֶׂדה ְנַתִתּ ַהָשּ

ַדִים ָנכֹנּו  עֲִדי עֲָדִיים, ָשׁ בִֹאי ַבּ ַוָתּ

ַח, ְוַאְתּ ֵערֹם ְוֶעְרָיה.  ָעֵרְך ִצֵמּ ּוְשׂ

ָוֶאעֱבֹר ָעַלִיְך ָוֶאְרֵאְך ִמְתּבֹוֶסֶסת 

ָדַמִיְך ֲחִיי,  ָדָמִיְך, ָואַֹמר ָלְך ְבּ ְבּ

ָדַמִיְך ֲחִיי. ָואַֹמר ָלְך ְבּ

With small numbers, as it says in 
the Torah: As a family of 70 your 
ancestors went down to Egypt. And 
now, God has made you numerous 
as the stars of the heavens.

And there you became a nation: 
This teaches that Israel remained 
distinct. Large and numerous, as it 
says in the Torah: And the children 
of Israel were fruitful and multiplied, 
they became very strong and numerous, 
and the land was filled with them.

Great, mighty, as it is written. 
"The children of Israel were fruitful 
and increased greatly; they multiplied 
and became mighty, and the land was 
full of them." And numerous, as it is 
written: "I made you as populous as 
the plants of the field; you grew up 
and wore choice adornments; your 
breasts were firm and your hair grew 
long; yet, you were bare and naked."

Reproductive Rights

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 16
Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, 
nationality or religion, have the right to marry and to found a family.
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Population Growth and Reproductive Rights

While the right to have children may seem like a completely personal decision 
with which no government should interfere, exponential growth of the human 
population may lead to environmental and economic catastrophes

In 1980, with its population approaching 
1 billion, China instituted a one child policy 
to bring it to a more manageable level. This 
was changed in 2016, since at that time 
China had more boys than girls, too high 
a ratio of retired people to workers, and 
population growth had slowed.

The United states strongly opposed 
China’s one child policy. The U.S. 
government believes that family size should 
be determined by parents alone, not by 
government.

Should governments be able to limit how many children 
we can have in order to preserve natural or economic 
resources, or is having children a personal matter that no 
government should decide?
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נּו ַהִּמְצִרים ַוְיַעּֽנּונּו. עּו אָֹתֽ ַוּיֵָרֽ

וִַּיְּתנּו ָעֵלֽינּו עֲבָֹדה ָקָׁשה.

נּו ַהִּמְצִרים. ְּכָמה ֶּׁשֶּנֱאַמר:  עּו אָֹתֽ ַוּיֵָרֽ

ָהָֽבה ִנְתַחְּכָמה לֹו. ֶּפן־ִיְרֶּבה, ְוָהָיה 

אָנה ִמְלָחָמה, ְונֹוַסף ַּגם  ִּכי־ִתְקֶרֽ

ינּו, ְוִנְלַחם־ָּבֽנּו ְוָעָלה  הּוא ַעל־ׂשְנֵאֽ

ִמן־ָהָֽאֶרץ: 

ימּו ָעָליו  ַוְיַעּֽנּונּו. ְּכָמה ֶּׁשֶּנֱאַמר: ַוָּיִׂשֽ

ַען ַעּנֹתֹו ְּבִסְבלָֹתם:  ָׂשֵרי ִמִּסים, ְלַמֽ

ַוִּיֶבן ָעֵרי ִמְסְּכנֹות ְלַפְרעֹה, ֶאת־ִּפתֹם 

ְוֶאת־ַרַעְמֵסס: 

וִַּיְּתנּו ָעֵלֽינּו עֲבָֹדה ָקָׁשה. ְּכָמה ֶּׁשֶּנֱאַמר: 

ִים ֶאת־ְּבנֵי ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְּבָפֶֽרְך: דּו ִמְצַרֽ ַוַיעֲִבֽ

The Egyptians suspected us 
of evil and afflicted us; they 
imposed hard labor upon us.

The Egyptians suspected us 
of evil, as it is written: "Let us 
deal with them wisely lest they 
multiply, and, if we happen to be 
at war, they may join our enemies 
and fight against us and then 
leave the country." 

And afflicted us, as it is written: 
"They set taskmasters over them 
in order to oppress them with 
their burdens; the people of Israel 
built Pithom and Raamses as 
storecities for Pharaoh."

They imposed hard labor upon 
us, as it is written: "They imposed 
back-breaking labor upon the 
people of Israel."

Hard Labor

How prevalent is hard labor slavery today?

According to the International Labor Organization, in 2016 approximately 25 
million people were enslaved doing hard labor around the world. This spans 
many types, with domestic work, construction, manufacturing, agriculture, and 
fishing being most common. They are forced to work by having their wages 
withheld or threat of having their wages withheld, and threats of violence or 
physical abuse directed against themselves or their families.
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In Some Industries Slave Labor is Common
In industries that require a lot of hard, dangerous labor, 
making it hard to recruit a low wage workforce, there is the 
highest temptation to resort to forced labor and slavery. In 
places where regulation and oversight are scarce, this is even 
more likely to take place.

In the United States, the most common use of slaves to perform 
hard labor is in agriculture, often in remote areas where 
immigrant workers can be hidden from authorities. Around 
the world, commercial fishing is notorious for its use of slaves 
to perform the hard work of manning nets at sea. In Thailand, 
slaves are kept for years on boats that dock with mother ships 
to unload their catch and take on supplies, and therefore never 
come to shore.

Produce grown with slave labor is sold in our 
supermarkets. Pet food often contains fish caught with 
slaves labor abroad. What responsibility do we have for 
making sure products we purchase are not made by slaves? 
How much of a difference can we make as consumers?

Immigrant seasonal 
agricultural field 
workers cut and package 
lettuce directly in the 
fields. Salinas, CA 2016. 

Photo by David Litman
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ַמע ְיָי  ַוִנְּצַעק ֶאל ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהי ֲאבֵֹתינּו, ַוִיְּשׁ
 ֶאת קֵֹלנּו, ַויְַּרא ֶאת ָעְניֵנּו ְוֶאת עֲָמֵלנּו

ְוֶאת ַלֲחֵצנּו.

ָמה  ַוִנְּצַעק ֶאל ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהי ֲאבֵֹתינּו - ְכּ
ים ָהֵהם  ֶנֱּאַמר: ַוְיִהי ַבָיִּמים ָהַרִבּ ֶשׁ

ַוָיָּמת ֶמֶלְך ִמְצַרִים, ַוֵיָּאְנחּו ְבֵני ִיְשָׂרֵאל 
ְוָעָתם ֶאל  ַעל ַשׁ ִמן ָהעֲבֹוָדה ַוִיְּזָעקּו, ַוַתּ

ָהֱאלִֹהים ִמן ָהעֲבָֹדה.

ַמע  ֶנֱּאַמר: ַוִיְּשׁ ָמה ֶשׁ ַמע ְיָי ֶאת קֵֹלנּו - ְכּ ַוִיְּשׁ
ֱאלִֹהים ֶאת ַנֲאָקָתם, ַוִיְּזּכֹור ֱאלִֹהים ֶאת 

ִריתֹו ֶאת ַאְבָרָהם, ֶאת ִיְצָחק ְוֶאת ַיעֲקֹב. ְבּ

 ַויְַּרא ֶאת ָעְניֵנּו -
ֶרְך ֶאֶרץ, ִריׁשּות ֶדּ  זֹו ְפּ

ֶנֱּאַמר: ַוַיְּרא ֱאלִֹהים ֶאת ָמה ֶשׁ  ְכּ
ני ִיְשָׂרֵאל ַוֵיַּדע ֱאלִֹהים. ְבּ

ִנים.  ְוֶאת עֲָמֵלנּו - ֵאּלּו ַהָבּ
ן ַהִיּּלֹוד ל ַהֵבּ ֶנֱּאַמר: ָכּ ָמה ֶשׁ  ְכּ

ִליֻכהּו ְשׁ  ַהְיאָֹרה ַתּ
ַחּיּון. ת ְתּ ְוָכל ַהַבּ

ַחק,  ְוֶאת ַלֲחֵצנּו - ֶזה ַהְדּ
ֶנֱּאַמר: ָמה ֶשׁ  ְכּ

ַחץ  ְוַגם ָרִאיִתי ֶאת ַהַלּ
ר ִמְצַרִים לֲֹחִצים אָֹתם. ֲאֶשׁ

We cried out to God, God of our fathers, 

and God heard our voice, saw our suffering, 

our labor, and our distress (Deut. 26:7).

We cried out to God, God of our fathers:

As it says in the Torah: During those many days, 

the King of Egypt died. The children of Israel 

groaned from the labor and cried out. Their pleas 

rose up to God from their work (Exodus 2:23).

God heard our cries: as it says: God heard their 

groans, and God remembered his covenant, 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Exodus 2:24).

God saw our suffering: This is the stoppage of 

relations between husbands and wives,

as it says in the Torah: God saw the children 

of Israel, and God knew (Exodus 2:25).

And our labor: These are our lost sons. 

As it says in the Torah: All baby boys that 

are born shall be thrown into the river, 

but the girls shall live (Exodus 1:22).

And our oppression: This is the urgency 

with which they were worked. As it says, 

“And I saw the oppression with which 

Egypt was pressuring them.” (Shmot 3:9)

Sexual Exploitation

Sexual Exploitation in Egypt
For what reason did Pharaoh spare the baby girls? He said, let 
us kill the boys, then when the girls grow up we can take them 
for ourselves. He did this because the Egyptians were awash in 
sexual immorality
– Midrash Rabbah on Exodus 1:22
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Sex Trafficking in the U.S.

There are two primary ways women are trafficked in the 
United States:

1. Foreign women are lured to the U.S. with promises 
of legitimate jobs paying far more than they can 
earn at home, usually in hospitality or domestic 
services. Then they are forced into sex work instead.

2. Girls who are runaways, homeless, or otherwise lack 
a family or community safety net are taken in by 
traffickers. They are first befriended, then required 
to perform commercial sex. They are controlled by 
threats of violence, emotional manipulation, or the 
supply of illegal drugs.

The two most 
common ways 
women are 
trafficked in the U.S

Signs of Sex Trafficking
In February, 2018, two teenage girls attempted to check in on their 
own for a flight from Sacramento, California to New York. An airline 
employee noticed that they had no luggage and expensive, one way 
first class tickets charged to someone else’s credit card.  The employee 
alerted the sheriff, who found out the girls had been recruited on 
Instagram by a man named Drey and promised $2000 cash for a 
weekend of modelling in a music video. Drey, of course, was a sex 
trafficker. The girls had told their parents they were sleeping at a 
friend’s house when they went to the airport.*

What are the signs of human trafficking?
Are we alert and do we know what to do if we see it 
around us?

* News coverage:  
https://www.yahoo.com/now/american-airlines-
agent-saves-2-teenage-girls-from-human-trafficking-
scheme-221322210.html
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ָיד ֲחזָָקה ּוִבְזרַֹע  ַוּיֹוִצֵאנּו ְיָי ִמִמְצַרִים ְבּ

ְנטּוָיה, ּוְבמָֹרא ָגּדֹל, ּוְבאֹתֹות ּוְבמְֹפִתים.

ַוּיֹוִצֵאנּו ְיָי ִמִמְצַרִים - לֹא ַעל ְיֵדי ַמְלָאְך,  ְולֹא 

דֹוׁש  א ַהָקּ ִליַח, ֶאָלּ ַעל ְיֵדי ָשָׂרף, ְולֹא ַעל ְיֵדי ָשׁ

י  ֶנֱּאַמר: ְוָעַבְרִתּ ְכבֹודֹו ּוְבַעְצמֹו, ֶשׁ רּוְך הּוא ִבּ ָבּ

כֹור  ל ְבּ יִתי ָכּ ְיָלה ַהֶזּה, ְוִהֵכּ ַלּ ְבֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים ַבּ

ֵהָמה, ּוְבָכל ֱאלֵֹהי  ֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים ֵמָאָדם ְוַעד ְבּ ְבּ

ָפִטים. ֲאִני ְייָ. ִמְצַרִים ֶאעֱֶשׂה ְשׁ

ְיָלה ַהזֶּה - ַלּ י ְבֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים ַבּ  ְוָעַבְרִתּ

ֲאִני ְולֹא ַמְלָאְך.

ֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים - ל ְבכֹור ְבּ יִתי ָכּ  ְוִהֵכּ

ֲאִני ְולֹא ָשָׂרף.

ָפִטים -  ּוְבָכל ֱאלֵֹהי ִמְצַרִים ֶאֱעֶשׂה ְשׁ

ִליַח. ֲאִני ולֹא ַהָשּׁ

 ֲאִני ְיָי -

ֲאִני הּוא ולֹא ַאֵחר.

ָיד ֲחזָָקה -  ְבּ

ֶנֱּאַמר: ִהֵנּה ַיד ְיָי הֹוָיה  ָמה ֶשׁ ֶבר, ְכּ זֹו ַהֶדּ

ֲחמִֹרים,  ּסּוִסים, ַבּ ֶדה, ַבּ ׂ ָשּ ר ַבּ ִמְקְנָך ֲאֶשׁ ְבּ

ֵבד ְמאֹד. ָקר ּוַבצֹּאן, ֶדֶבר ָכּ ָבּ ים, ַבּ ְגַּמִלּ ַבּ

 ּוִבְזרַֹע ְנטּוָיה -

ֶנֱּאַמר: ְוַחְרּבֹו  ָמה ֶשׁ זֹו ַהֶחֶרב, ְכּ

ָידֹו, ְנטּוָיה ַעל ְירּוָשַלִים. לּוָפה ְבּ ְשׁ

 ּוְבמָֹרא ָגּדֹל -

ה  ֶנֱּאַמר: אֹו ֲהִנָסּ ָמה ֶשׁ ִכיָנה, ְכּ זֹו ִגּלּוי ְשׁ

ֱאלִֹהים ָלבֹא ָלַקַחת לֹו גֹוי ִמֶקֶרב ּגֹוי 

אֹתֹת ּוְבמֹוְפִתים, ּוְבִמְלָחָמה  ת ְבּ ַמסֹּ ְבּ

ּוְבָיד ֲחָזָקה ּוִבְזרֹוַע ְנטּוָיה, ּוְבמֹוָרִאים 

ר ָעָשׂה ָלֶכם ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהיֶכם  כֹל ֲאֶשׁ ְגּדִֹלים, ְכּ

ִמְצַרִים ְלֵעיֶניָך. ְבּ

ֶנֱּאַמר:  ָמה ֶשׁ ה, ְכּ ֶטּ ּוְבאֹתֹות - ֶזה ַהַמּ

ר  ָיְדָך, ֲאֶשׁ ח ְבּ ַקּ ה ַהֶזּה ִתּ ֶטּ ְוֶאת ַהַמּ

עֲֶשׂה ּבֹו ֶאת ָהאֹתֹת. ַתּ

ּוְבמֹוְפִתים - ֶזה ַהָּדם. ְּכָמה ֶּׁשֶּנֱאַמר: 

ִים ּוָבָֽאֶרץ. ְוָנַתִּתי מֹוְפִתים, ַּבָּׁשַמֽ

And God took us out of Egypt with a strong hand, 

an outstretched arm, great awe, signs, and wonders 

(Devarim 26:8).

‘God took us out of Egypt’: Not via an angel, not via 

a seraph, not via a messenger. Rather the holy one, 

blessed be he, himself in his glory. As it says: ‘I will 

pass through the land of Egypt on that night, and 

strike every first born in Egypt, from man to animal, 

and against all of Egypt’s Gods I will bring judgment, 

for I am the Lord.’ (Exodus 12:12).

‘I will pass through the land of Egypt’- 

I and not an angel.

‘I will strike every first born in Egypt’- 

I and not a seraph.

‘Against all of Egypt’s Gods I will bring judgment’- 

I and not a messenger.

‘I am the Lord’- 

I am the Lord and no other.

‘With a strong hand’- 

This is the animal disease, as it says, ‘Behold, the hand of 

God is set against your flocks that are in the field, against the 

horses and donkeys and camels, the cattle and sheep, a very 

heavy plague.’ (Exodus 9:13).

‘With an outstretched arm’- 

This is the sword, as it says, ‘His sword is drawn in his hand, 

outstretched against Jerusalem.’ (I Chronicles 21:16).

‘With great awe’- 

This refers to the revelation of the divine presence. As it says, 

‘Has any God attempted to come and take for himself one 

nation from the midst of another, with trials, signs, wonders, 

and warfare?

‘With signs’- 

This is the staff, as it says, ‘And this staff you shall take in 

your hand, to do with it the signs.’ (Exodus 4:17).

‘With wonders’- 

This is the blood. As it says, “I will place signs against the 

heaven and the earth.’
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War Crimes - The Ten Plagues
We spill a drop of wine from our glass as we recite the 

three signs and then the ten plagues.

ָּדם. ָוֵאׁש. ְוִתיְמרֹות ָעָׁשן.

 ָדָבר ַאֵחר:

ִים, ַתּ ָיד ֲחזָָקה - ְשׁ ְבּ

ִים, ַתּ  ּוִבְזרַֹע ְנטּוָיה - ְשׁ

ִים, ַתּ  ּוְבמָֹרא ָגּדֹל - ְשׁ

ִים, ַתּ  ְּבאֹתֹות - ְשׁ

ִים. ַתּ ּוְבמְֹפִתים - ְשׁ

Another interpretation:

‘With a strong hand’- 2 plagues.

‘An outstretched arm’- 2 plagues.

‘Great awe’- 2 plagues.

‘Signs’- 2 plagues.

‘And with wonders’- 2 plagues.

Blood. Fire. Pillars of Smoke

There were 10 plagues that the Holy One, 
blessed be he, brought upon Egypt, and 
this is what they were:

Blood

Frogs

Lice

Wild Beasts

Cattle Disease

Boils

Hail

Locust

Darkness

Death of the First Born

רּוְך  דֹוׁש ָבּ ֵהִביא ַהָקּ ֵאּלּו ֶעֶשׂר ַמּכֹות ֶשׁ

ִמְצַרִים, ְוֵאּלּו ֵהן: ְצִרים ְבּ הּוא ַעל ַהִמּ

ָּדם

ְצֵפְרֵּדַע

ִּכִנים

ָערוב

ֶּדֶבר

ְׁשִחין

ָּברד

ַאְרֶּבה

חֶׁשְך

ַמַּכת ְּבכורות

 ַרִּבי ְיהּוָדה ָהָיה
נוֵתן ָּבֶהם ִסָּמִנים:

ְּדַצ"ְך ַעַד"ׁש ְּבַאַח"ב.

Rabbi Judah abbreviated the ten plagues 
by composing three words from their Hebrew initials: 

D'tzach, Adash, B'achab
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What are War Crimes?
In armed conflict, violations of human rights are called war crimes. 
War crimes are based on distinguishing between civilians and 
combatants. In war, it’s allowed to attack an enemy’s military, but 
forbidden to target enemy civilians. In addition, it’s forbidden to 
target an enemy’s military if the attack on the military will harm 
civilians on a scale that is disproportionate to the military purpose of 
the attack. 

War Crimes and the Ten Plagues?
The Israelites would have been justified in attacking the Pharoah, 
along with his taskmasters or soldiers that enforced the Israelites’ 
bondage. But the plagues were completely indiscriminate, and many 
of them purposefully targeted the entire population.

Was there a better way? How are the ten plagues different than 
modern terrorism, in which terrorists try to damage an enemy 
country’s economy or kill innocent civilians in order to force the 
enemy’s political leaders to change their minds?

In what ways were the ten plagues similar to war crimes?
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Common Justification for War Crimes:
What the enemy is doing to us is so bad we can’t be 
expected to follow the rules of warfare

The Israelites might have argued that the great harm inflicted on them by 
the Egyptians justifies some measures that might otherwise be war crimes, 
if that was the only way they could set themselves free. In other words, it may 
be forbidden to target civilians if the military conflict is over borders, economic 
resources, and so on. But since we’ve been enslaved and our baby boys are 
being thrown into the Nile, if we need to target innocent people in our fight for 
freedom that should be acceptable.

Targeting Civilians to End Massive Injustice
It seems reasonable that if the cause is ending mass enslavement or 
other widespread injustice, targeting a small number of civilians 
should be okay. After all, the small scale damage inflicted on the 
innocent pales when compared to the enormity of the wrong that is 
being righted.

Ruled out by Geneva Conventions
This justification is explicitly ruled out by the Geneva Conventions. 
That document actually takes pains to list ‘Armed conflicts in 
which peoples are fighting against colonial domination and alien 
occupation’ as circumstances in which all civilian protections must 
still apply.

In every conflict each side maintains that its cause is just 
and supremely important. If we condone killing even 
limited numbers of civilians in pursuit of a righteous 
cause, will any limitations remain?
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Common Justification for War Crimes:
The Civilians are Also Guilty

Every military requires political and economic support. Without the industrial 
infrastructure maintained by its civilian population, an enemy’s military couldn’t 
function. So enemy civilians directly enable whatever atrocities their army is 
committing and should be held responsible for it. Based on this logic it might 
seem legitimate to target civilians.

The destruction of Dresden, Germany
Beginning on the night of February 13, 1945, more 
than 1,200 British and then American heavy bombers 
dropped nearly 4,000 tons of high-explosive and 
incendiary bombs on Dresden in four successive raids. 
Casualty estimates range from 35,000 to 135,000. The 
city was damaged so badly that after the war nearly 
everything had to be demolished.

Credit: rarehistoricalphotos.com

If We Consider Civilians Also Guilty, 
It Will Lead To All Out War
Since a war effort depends on contributions from nearly every 
segment of society, the distinction between civilian and soldier can 
sometimes be hard to draw. But if everyone who contributes in any 
way to enabling the military to fight is considered a legitimate target, 
will anyone be spared? The purpose of the Geneva Conventions is to 
save us from all out warfare, and tactics such as the carpet bombing of 
entire cities that characterized World War II.

If things used mostly by civilians but that also contribute 
to the military would be legitimate targets, what’s to stop 
every factory, power plant, bridge, road, and tunnel from 
being destroyed, since they are all used by the military at 
least somewhat?
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Civilians are Also Guilty?
The Geneva Conventions strictly define civilians as anyone 
who is not taking part in combat. Even if enemy citizens do 
any of these things, ugly and reprehensible as it may be, they 
still remain civilians whom it is forbidden to attack according 
to the Geneva Conventions:

Pay taxes or buy bonds 
that support 
the enemy’s military.

Vote for or campaign 
on behalf of the enemy’s 
leader.

Publicly state or believe 
that an enemy’s crimes or 
atrocities are acceptable.
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Shouldn’t Those Who Benefit from Oppression 
and Slave Labor be Punished?
Slave labor is only useful if there is a market for the goods 
slaves produce. Therefore, harming or threatening to harm 
the consumers of the goods slaves are producing might quickly 
dry up that market and force slaveholders to change their ways. 
And benefiting from the products of slave labor is ugly itself, 
and likely deserves some sort of punishment.

But those who enjoy the fruits of slave labor are not directly 
engaged in oppressing slaves, and they may not even know how 
their cheap goods are produced. We should try to educate these 
consumers about the conditions of the workers who produce 
their goods and encourage them to boycott products produced 
via slavery. But according to the Geneva Conventions they are 
still civilians who cannot be harmed. 

What should be done with people who benefit from 
oppression and slave labor? Remember many products 
sold in the United States are produced in sweatshops or by 
people working in slave-like conditions, and we consume 
the fruits of their labor ourselves.

Slaves on commercial 
fishing boats produce 
much of the fish 
consumed in the U.S., 
especially pet food.
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The Rabbi’s Explanation:
The Rabbis themselves were also troubled by the sweeping nature 
of the plagues. Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki (Rashi), a famous Rabbinic 
commentator from 11th century France, gives the civilians were also 
guilty justification in his commentary on the Torah. He says that 
all the first born of Egypt, not just the first born of Pharoah, were 
included in the plague of the first born because all the population of 
Egypt had been happy that the Israelites were enslaved.

(Rashi Exodus 12:29).
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Common Justification for War Crimes: 
There is No Other Way

Obviously killing innocent civilians is morally problematic. But small guerrilla 
groups fighting against regular armies often claim doing this is justified when 
better ways are not available. They say that if they had guided missiles or 
airplanes from which to drop laser guided bombs on military targets they 
would. But car bombs, home made rockets, random shootings, plowing cars 
into crowds, and hijacking airplanes and crashing them into buildings is all 
they have the means to accomplish. Since they believe their cause to be just, 
fighting for it is justified, and if that’s the only way they can do it that’s what they 
have to do.

Alternatives to Terrorism
Groups suffering extreme oppression often do not have a regular 
military to fight for their freedom. Violence against civilians in the 
oppressor population may be the most potent way for them to draw 
attention to their cause. If we condemn this, we may be condemning 
the poor or oppressed to a hopeless plight. But if targeting civilians is 
allowed in these instances, terrorism would become a common and 
widespread tactic of every army.

Indisciminate Attacks or Attacks Against Civilians 
Always Prohibited
Indiscriminate attacks are prohibited. Indiscriminate attacks 
are those which employ a method or means of combat the effects 
of which cannot be limited as required by this Protocol; and 
consequently, in each such case, are of a nature to strike military 
objectives and civilians or civilian objects without distinction. 
(Protocol 1 Article 51). This prohibition applies whether other 
weapons which can be targeted are available or not.

How can we support peaceful protest so oppressed people 
can find relief without resorting to violence?
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But God Brought the Plagues
Since God is the one who brought the plagues, don’t they have to 
be right? If we are troubled by their broad scope or extreme horror 
(i.e. the slaughter of every male Egyptian first born!) we may console 
ourselves that God himself was responsible. Only God should do such 
things and we must have faith in his judgments. Such far sweeping 
violence should never be carried out independently by man.

But if the plagues are acceptable because God did them, what’s to 
stop those who claim to know God’s will from doing the same? 
Militants fighting for what they consider a religious or holy cause 
may see the plagues as a model for their actions.

Should we criticize God? 
What do we do when stories in the Torah or statements of 
the Rabbis seem to endorse religious violence?
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Restraint and Critiquing Our Own Side

ַרִּבי יוֵסי ַהְּגִליִלי אוֵמר: ִמַּנִין ַאָּתה 
אוֵמר ֶׁשָלקּו ַהִּמְצִרים ְּבִמְצַרים ֶעֶׂשר 

ַמּכות ְוַעל ַהָים ָלקּו ֲחִמִּׁשים ַמּכות?
ְּבִמְצַרים ַמה הּוא אוֵמר? ַויאְמרּו ַהַחְרֻטִּמים 

ֶאל ַּפְרעה: ֶאְצַּבע ֱאלִהים ִהוא.
ְוַעל ַהָּים מה הּוא אוֵמר? ַוַּיְרא ִיְׂשָרֵאל ֶאת 

ַהָיד ַהְּגדָלה ֲאֶׁשר ָעָׂשה ה' ְּבִמְצַרים, ַוִּייְראּו 
ָהָעם ֶאת ה', ַוַּיֲאִמינּו ַּביי ּוְבמֶׁשה ַעְבדו.

ַּכָמה ָלקּו ְבֶאְצַּבע? ֶעֶׂשר ַמּכות.
ֱאמור ֵמַעָּתה: ְּבִמְצַרים ָלקּו ֶעֶׂשר ַמּכות

ְוַעל ַהָּים ָלקּו ֲחִמִּׁשים ַמּכות.

ַרִּבי ֱאִליֶעזֲר אוֵמר: ִמַּנִין ֶׁשָּכל ַמָּכה ּוַמָּכה 
ֶׁשֵהִביא ַהָּקדוׁש ָּברּוְך הּוא ַעל ַהִּמְצִרים 

 ְּבִמְצַרִים ָהְיָתה ֶׁשל ַאְרַּבע ַמּכות?
ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר: ְיַׁשַּלח ָּבם ֲחרון ַאּפו, ֶעְבָרה 

ָוַזַעם ְוָצָרה, ִמְׁשַלַחת ַמְלֲאֵכי ָרִעים.
ֶעְבָרה - ַאַחת,
ָוַזַעם - ְׁשַּתִים,
ְוָצָרה - ָׁשלׁש,

ִמְׁשַלַחת ַמְלֲאֵכי ָרִעים - ַאְרַּבע.
ֱאמור ֵמַעָּתה: ְּבִמְצַרים ָלקּו ַאְרָּבִעים 

ַמּכות ְוַעל ַהָּים ָלקּו ָמאַתִים ַמּכות.

ַרִּבי ֲעִקיֶבא אוֵמר: ִמַּנִין ֶׁשָּכל ַמָּכה 
וַמָּכה שֵהבִיא ַהָּקדוׁש ָּברּוְך הּוא על 

ַהִּמְצִרים ְּבִמְצַרים ָהְיָתה ֶׁשל ָחֵמׁש ַמּכות? 
ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר: ִיְַׁשַּלח ָּבם ֲחרון ַאּפו, ֶעְבָרה 

ָוַזַעם ְוַצָרה, ִמְׁשַלַחת ַמְלֲאֵכי ָרִעים.
 ֲחרון ַאּפו - ַאַחת,

 ֶעְבָרה - ְׁשַּתִים,
 ָוַזַעם - ָׁשלוׁש,
 ְוָצָרה - ַאְרַּבע,

ִמְׁשַלַחת ַמְלֲאֵכי ָרִעים - ָחֵמׁש.
ֱאמור ֵמַעָּתה: ְּבִמְצַרים ָלקּו ֲחִמִּׁשים ַמּכות 

ְוַעל ַהָּים ָלקּו ֲחִמִּׁשים ּוָמאַתִים ַמּכות.

Rabbi Yossi the Galilean said: How do we know that 

since the Egyptians were struck by ten plagues in Egypt, 

by the sea they were struck by fifty? 

In Egypt it says, ‘The magicians said to Pharoah: It is the 

finger of God. (Exodus 8:16). By the sea what does it say? 

‘Israel saw the great hand that God had brought against 

Egypt, and the nation feared God. They believed in God 

and his servant Moses (Exodus 14:31).’ They were struck by 

ten plagues from God’s finger, so from this we conclude 

that in Egypt they were struck by ten plagues, but by the 

sea they were struck with fifty.

Rabbi Eliezer says: How do we know that every plague 

that the Holy One, blessed be he, brought against the 

Egyptians in Egypt consisted of four plagues? 

It says, ‘He will send against them his blazing anger, 

indignation, fury, woe, and delegation of destructive 

angels.’ (Psalms 78:49). 

‘Indignation’- one. ‘Fury’- two. ‘Woe’- three 

‘Delegation of destructive angels’- four. 

From this we conclude, in Egypt they were 

struck with forty plagues, and on the sea 

they were struck with two hundred.

Rabbi Akiva says: How do we know that every plague 

which the Holy One, blessed is he, brought upon the 

Egyptians in Egypt consisted of five plagues? 

As it says, ‘He will send against them his blazing anger, 

indignation, fury, woe, and delegation of destructive 

angels.’ (Psalms 78:49).

‘Fury’- one. ‘Indignation’- two.

‘Fury’- three. ‘Woe’- four.

‘Delegation of destructive angels’- five.

We conclude from this, in Egypt the Egyptians 

were struck by fifty plagues, and on the sea 

they were struck by two hundred fifty.
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The Importance of Calling for Restraint

Clearly, the Rabbis revel in the plagues. It’s expected for the 
leaders of an oppressed people to rejoice in their redemption. 
But missing from the Rabbis’ reactions in the Haggadah is any 
call for restraint or self-examination. 

The desire for revenge against Egypt, after all the horrors of 
slavery, may have been overwhelming. But generations of pent 
up anger along with newfound freedom and power potentially 
bring out people’s worst.

At times of historic change it’s the job of leaders to call for 
restraint. Leaders must make sure that a newly liberated people 
does not attempt to right past atrocities by carrying out new 
ones of their own. Leaders must  prevent their people from 
imitating the cruelty from which they were just freed.

The Importance of Critiquing Our Own People 

We often refrain from criticizing human rights violations 
committed by our own people. It feels disloyal or may even give 
the impression we are taking our enemy’s side.

For example, Israel is frequently denounced and condemned 
by the United Nations. So for Jews to join in this chorus may 
seem completely unnecessary, and disloyal besides. With so 
many enemies Israel needs friends, not more critics!

But criticism from the Jewish community may be particularly 
important. Condemnation from enemies is easy to shrug 
off. Statements from friends and supporters carry much 
more weight. And how can we expect our enemies’ leaders to 
condemn atrocities against us if we are unwilling to speak out 
against our own side?

How do we criticize Israel or the United States 
without seeming disloyal?
When is it important that we do?
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ַּכָמה ַמֲעלות טובות ַלָּמקום ָעֵלינּו.

ִאלּו הוִציָאנּו ִמִמְצַרים

ְולא ָעָׂשה ָּבֶהם ְׁשָפִטים,
ַּדֵיינּו.

ִאלּו ָעָׂשה ָּבֶהם ְׁשָפִטים,

ולא ָעָׂשה ֵבאלֵהיֶהם,
ַּדֵיינּו.

ִאלּו ָעָׂשה ֵבאלֵהיֶהם,

ְולא ָהַרג ֶאת ְּבכוֵריֶהם,
ַּדֵיינּו.

ִאלּו ָהַרג ֶאת ְּבכוֵריֶהם

ְולא ָנַתן ָלנּו ֶאת ָממוָנם,
ַּדֵיינּו.

ִאלּו ָנַתן ָלנּו ֶאת ָממוָנם

ְולא ָקַרע ָלנּו ֶאת ַהָּים,
ַּדֵיינּו.

ִאלּו ָקַרע ָלנּו ֶאת ַהָּים

ְולא ֶהעֱֵביָרנּו ְּבתוכו ֶּבָחָרָבה,
ַּדֵיינּו.

ִאלּו ֶהעֱֵביָרנּו ְּבתוכו ֶּבָחָרָבה

ְולא ְׁשַקע ֶצֵרנּו ְּבתוכו
ַּדֵיינּו.

ִאלּו ִׁשַקע ֶצֵרנּו ְּבתוכו

ְולא ִסֵּפק ָצְרֵּכנּו ּבִמְדָּבר ַאְרָּבִעים ָׁשָנה
ַּדֵיינּו.

ִאלּו ִסֵּפק ָצְרֵּכנּו ּבִמְדָּבר ַאְרָּבִעים ָׁשָנה

ולא ֶהֱאִכיָלנּו ֶאת ַהָּמן
ַּדֵיינּו.

ִאלּו ֶהֱאִכיָלנּו ֶאת ַהָּמן

ְולא ָנַתן ָלנּו ֶאת ַהַׁשָּבת,
ַּדֵיינּו.

ִאלּו ָנַתן ָלנּו ֶאת ַהַׁשָּבת,

ְולא ֵקְרָבנּו ִלְפֵני ַהר ִסיַני,
ַּדֵיינּו.

ִאלּו ֵקְרָבנּו ִלְפֵני ַהר ִסיַני,

ְולא ַנַתן ָלנּו ֶאת ַהּתוָרה.
ַּדֵיינּו.

ִאלּו ַנַתן ָלנּו ֶאת ַהּתוָרה

ְולא ִהְכִניָסנּו ְלֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל,
ַּדֵיינּו.

ִאלּו ִהְכִניָסנּו ְלֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל

ְולא ָבָנה ָלנּו ֶאת ֵּבית ַהְּבִחיָרה
ַּדֵיינּו.

How grateful must we be for all God has done for us!

If he took us out of Egypt

But did not bring judgement against them 
- Dayeinu!

If he brought judgment against them

But did not act against their Gods
-Dayeinu!

If he acted against their Gods

But did not kill their first born
- Dayeinu!

If he killed their first born

But did not give us their possessions
- Dayeinu!

If he gave us their possessions

But did not split the sea for us
- Dayeinu!

If he split the sea for us

But did not bring us through it on dry land
- Dayeinu!

If he brought us through on dry land

But did not drown our enemies in it
- Dayeinu!

If he drowned our enemies in it

But did not provide for us 40 years in the desert
- Dayeinu!

If he provided for us 40 years in the desert

But did not give us manna
- Dayeinu!

If he gave us the manna

But did not give us the Shabbat
- Dayeinu!

If he gave us the Shabbat

But did not bring us to Mt. Sinai
- Dayeinu!

If he brought us to Mt. Sinai

But did not give us the Torah
- Dayeinu!

If he gave us the Torah

But did not bring us into the land of Israel
- Dayeinu!

If he brought us into the land of Israel

But did not build for us the holy temple
- Dayienu!

Dayeinuַּדֵיינּו
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ַעל ַאַחת, ַּכָמה וַּכָמה, טוָבה ְכפּוָלה 

ּוְמֻכֶּפֶלת ַלָּמקום ָעֵלינּו: 

ֶׁשהוִציָאנּו ִמִמְצַרים, ְוָעָׂשה ָבֶהם ְׁשָפִטים, 

ְוָעָׂשה ֵבאלֵהיֶהם, ְוָהַרג ֶאת ְּבכוֵריֶהם, 

ְוָנַתן ָלנּו ֶאת ָממוָנם, ְוָקַרע ָלנּו ֶאת ַהָּים, 

ְוֶהעֱִביֶרנו ִּבתוכו ֶּבָחָרָבה, ְוִׁשַקע ֶצֵרנּו 

ְּבתוכו, ְוִסֵּפק ָצְרֵּכנּו ּבִמְדָּבר ַאְרָּבִעים ָׁשָנה, 

ְוֶהֱאִכיָלנּו ֶאת ַהָּמן, ְוָנַתן ָלנּו ֶאת ַהַׁשָּבת, 

ְוֵקְרָבנּו ִלְפֵני ַהר ִסיַני, ְוַנַָתן ָלנּו ֶאת ַהּתוָרה, 

ְוִהְכִניָסנּו ְלֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל, ּוָבָנה ָלנּו ֶאת ֵּבית 

ַהְּבִחיָרה ְלַכֵּפר ַעל כל עֲונוֵתינּו.

For how much goodness do we 
owe thanks to God?
 He took us out of Egypt, Passed 
judgment against them, Acted 
against their Gods, Killed 
their first born, Gave us their 
possessions, Split the sea for 
us, Brought us through on dry 
land, Drowned our enemies in it, 
Provided for us for 40 years in the 
desert, Fed us the manna, Gave 
us the Shabbat, Brought us to Mt. 
Sinai, Gave us the Torah, Brought 
us into the land of Israel, Built us 
his holy temple to atone for all of 
our sins.

ַרָּבן ַּגְמִליֵאל ָהיָה אוֵמר:

ָּכל ֶׁשּלא ָאַמר ְׁשלָׁשה ְּדָבִרים ֵאּלּו 

ַּבֶּפַסח, לא ָיָצא ְיֵדי חוָבתו, ְוֵאלּו ֵהן:

ֶּפַסח

ַמָצה

ּוָמרור

Rabban Gamliel said: 
Whoever does not say these 
three things on Passover has not 
fulfilled his obligation:

The Passover Offering

Matza

The Bitter Herb
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The Bitter Herb

ָמרור ֶזה ֶׁשָאנּו אוְכִלים, ַעל ׁשּום 
מה? ַעל ׁשּום ֶׁשֵּמְררּו ַהִּמְצִרים ֶאת 

ַחֵיי ֲאבוֵתינּו ְּבִמְצַרים, ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר: 
ַוְיָמֲררּו ֶאת ַחֵייהם ַּבעֲבָדה ָקָשה, 

ְּבחֶמר ּוִבְלֵבִנים ּוְבָכל עֲבָדה ַּבָּׂשֶדה 
ֶאת ָּכל עֲבָדָתם ֲאֶׁשר ָעְבדּו ָבֶהם 

ְּבָפֶרְך.

What is the reason for the bitter herb that 

we eat? It is because the Egyptians made the 

lives of our ancestors in Egypt bitter, as it says: 

They embittered their lives with hard work, 

bricks and mortar, and all manner of work in 

the fields. All of their work was back breaking 

(Exodus 1:14)

We raise the bitter herb from the seder plate.

Matzah

What was the reason for Passover offering that our 

ancestors ate in the time of the temple? It was because 

the Holy One, blessed be he, passed over the houses 

of our ancestors in Egypt. As it says: And you will say, 

this is a Passover offering to God, who passed over the 

houses of the children of Israel in Egypt as he struck the 

Egyptians and saved our homes, and the nation bowed to 

the ground (Exodus 12:26-27).

ֶּפַסח ֶׁשָהיּו ֲאבוֵתינּו אוְכִלים ִּבְזַמן 
ֶׁשֵּבית ַהִּמְקָּדׁש ָהָיה ַקָים, ַעל ׁשּום 
ָמה? ַעל ׁשּום ֶׁשֶּפַָסח ַהָּקדוׁש ָּברּוְך 

הּוא ַעל ָּבֵּתי ֲאבוֵתינּו ְּבִמְצַרים, 
ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר: ַוֲאַמְרֶּתם זֶַבח ֶּפַסח הּוא 

ַליי, ֲאֶׁשר ָּפַסח ַעל ָּבֵּתי ְּבני ִיְׂשָרֵאל 
ְּבִמְצַרים ְּבָנְגּפו ֶאת ִמְצַרים, ְוֶאת 
ָּבֵּתינּו ִהִּציל? ַוִּיּקד ָהָעם ַוִּיְּׁשַּתחוּו.

The Passover Offering

ַמָּצה זו שאנו אוְכִלים, ַעל ׁשּום מה? 
ַעל ׁשּום ֶׁשלא ִהְסִּפיק ְּבֵצָקם ֶׁשל 

ֲאבוֵתינּו ְלַהֲחִמיץ ַעד ֶׁשִּנְגָלה 
עֲֵליֶהם ֶמֶלְך ַמְלֵכי ַהְּמָלִכים, ַהָּקדוׁש 

ָּברּוְך הּוא, ּוְגָאָלם, ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר: ַוּיאפּו 
ֶאת ַהָּבֵצק ֲאֶׁשר הוִציאּו ִמִמְצַרים 
ֻעגת ַמּצות, ִּכי לא ָחֵמץ, ִּכי גְרׁשּו 

ִמִּמְצַרים ְולא ָיְכלּו ְלִהְתַמְהֵמַּה, ְוַּגם 
ֵצָדה לא ָעׂשו ָלֶהם.

What is the reason for the matzah that we eat? 

It is because the dough of our ancestors did not 

have time to rise before the kind of kings, the 

Holy One, blessed be he, revealed himself to them 

and redeemed them. As it says: They baked the 

dough that they took out of Egypt into matzah, 

not chametz. Because they were sent out of Egypt 

and could not delay, and they had not prepared 

any supplies (Exodus 12:39).

We do not lift the shank bone.

We raise the matzah from the seder plate.
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In every generation a person must view 
himself as though he personally went 
out from Egypt, as it says: You shall tell 
your son on that day, because of this God 
did for me, when I went out of Egypt 
(Exodus 12:8). The Holy One, blessed is 
he, did not just redeem our ancestors. 
Rather he redeemed us with them, as 
it says: He took us from there, to bring 
us, and to give us the land that he swore 
to our ancestors (Deuteronomy 6:23).

ְּבָכל ּדור ָודור ַחיָב ָאָדם ִלְראות ֶאת 

ַעְצמו ְּכִאלּו הּוא ֶיָצא ִמִּמְצרים, ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר: 

ְוִהַּגְדָּת ְלִבְנָך ַּביום ַההּוא ֵלאמר, ַּבעֲבּור 

ֶזה ָעָׂשה יי ִלי ְּבֵצאִתי ִמִּמְצַרים. לא ֶאת 

ֲאבוֵתינּו ִּבְלָבד ָּגַאל ַהָּקדוׁש ָּברּוְך הּוא, 

ֶאָּלא ַאף אוָתנּו ָּגַאל ִעָּמֶהם, ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר: 

ְואוָתנּו הוִציא ִמָׁשם, ְלַמַען ָהִביא אָתנּו, 

ָלֶתת ָלנּו ֶאת ָהָאֶרץ ֲאֶׁשר ִנָׁשַּבע ַלֲאבֵתנּו.

In Every Generation –What Can I Do?

Things We Can Do
1. Use Purchasing Power: Examine the impact of our purchases.  

Use the website slaveryfootprint.org to find out how much slave 
labor is used in the products we buy.  
Go to endslaverynow.org/act for a report on slave labor in 
consumer products and other information.  
The Good Shopping Guide (thegoodshoppingguide.com) has 
information about the environmental and slavery impact of many 
products and corporations.  
Ask companies you work for or do business with to use 
knowthechain.org to monitor slavery in their supply chains.

2. Support Human Rights Organizations: There are numerous 
organizations that support human rights, with different missions, 
focuses, and priorities. All rely on members for financial and 
political support. The website movements.org connects people 
fighting for human rights where resources are unavailable to them 
with people in other places that have the skills to help.

3. Connect With People From Different Cultures, Religions, and 
Backgrounds than Ourselves: By gaining a greater understanding 
of other people’s viewpoints, struggles, and values we become 
more educated and effective advocates. Personal connections 
enhance the struggle for human rights.

Since human rights 
issues often involve 
governments, 
the legal system, 
and national or 
international politics, 
it’s only natural to 
wonder how we can 
make a difference. 
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ַח,  ֵבּ ל, ְלַשׁ ְלִפיָכְך ֲאַנְחנּו ַחיִָּבים ְלהֹודֹות, ְלַהֵלּ

ס  ה ּוְלַקֵלּ ר, ְלָבֵרְך, ְלַעֵלּ ְלָפֵאר, ְלרֹוֵמם, ְלַהֵדּ

ים  ל ַהִנִסּ ָעָשׂה ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ְוָלנּו ֶאת ָכּ ְלִמי ֶשׁ

ָהֵאלּו: הֹוִציָאנּו ֵמַעְבדּות ְלֵחרּות ִמיָּגֹון 

ְלִשְׂמָחה, ּוֵמֵאֶבל ְליֹום טֹוב, ּוֵמֲאֵפָלה ְלאֹור 

יָרה  ה. ְונֹאַמר ְלָפָניו ִשׁ ְעּבּוד ִלְגֻאָלּ ָגּדֹול, ּוִמִשּׁ

ה: ַהְללּוָיּה. ֲחָדָשׁ

We raise our glass, cover the matzah, and recite:

We set our wine glasses down

Therefore it is our duty to thank and 
praise, pay tribute and glorify, exalt 
and honor, bless and acclaim the One 
who performed all these miracles for 
our fathers and for us. He took us out of 
slavery into freedom, out of grief into 
joy, out of mourning into a festival, out 
of darkness into a great light, out of 
slavery into redemption. We will recite 
a new song before Him! Halleluyah!

ַהְללּויָּה ַהְללּו ַעְבֵדי ְיהָוה ַהְללּו 
ם ְיהָוה  ם ְיהָוה. ְיִהי ֵשׁ ֶאת ֵשׁ

ְזַרח  ה ְוַעד עֹוָלם. ִמִמּ ְמבָֹרְך ֵמַעָתּ
ם  ל ֵשׁ ֶמׁש ַעד ְמבֹואֹו ְמֻהָלּ ֶשׁ

ל ּגֹוִים ְיהָוה ַעל  ְיהָוה. ָרם ַעל ָכּ
יהָוה ֱאלֵֹהינּו  בֹודֹו. ִמי ַכּ ַמִים ְכּ ַהָשּׁ

יִלי  ִפּ ְשׁ ֶבת. ַהַמּ יִהי ָלָשׁ ְגִבּ ַהַמּ
ַמִים ּוָבָאֶרץ. ְמִקיִמי  ָשּׁ ִלְראֹות ַבּ
ת ָיִרים ֶאְביֹון.  פֹּ ל ֵמַאְשׁ ֵמָעָפר ָדּ
יִבי ִעם ְנִדיִבים ִעם ְנִדיֵבי  ְלהֹוִשׁ

ִית  יִבי עֲֶקֶרת ַהַבּ ַעּמֹו. מֹוִשׁ
ִנים ְשֵׂמָחה ַהְללּוָיּה. ֵאם ַהָבּ

ית  ְצָרִים ֵבּ ֵצאת ִיְשָׂרֵאל ִמִמּ ְבּ
ַיעֲקֹב ֵמַעם לֵֹעז. ָהְיָתה ְיהּוָדה 

לֹוָתיו. ַהָיּם  ְלָקְדׁשֹו ִיְשָׂרֵאל ַמְמְשׁ
ב ְלָאחֹור.  ן ִיסֹּ ָרָאה ַוָיּנֹס ַהַיְּרֵדּ
ֶהָהִרים ָרְקדּו ְכֵאיִלים ְגָּבעֹות 

י ָתנּוס  ָך ַהָיּם ִכּ ְבֵני צֹאן. ַמה ְלּ ִכּ
ב ְלָאחֹור. ֶהָהִרים  סֹּ ן ִתּ ַהַיְּרֵדּ

ְבֵני צֹאן.  ְרְקדּו ְכֵאיִלים ְגָּבעֹות ִכּ ִתּ
ְפֵני  ְפֵני ָאדֹון חּוִלי ָאֶרץ ִמִלּ ִמִלּ

ֱאלֹוַהּ ַיעֲקֹב. ַההְֹפִכי ַהּצּור ֲאַגם 
ִמיׁש ְלַמְעְינֹו ָמִים. ָמִים ַחָלּ

Praise the Lord! Praise, you servants of the Lord, 

praise the name of the Lord. Blessed be the name 

of the Lord from this time forth and forever. From 

the rising of the sun to its setting, the Lord's name 

is to be praised. High above all nations is the Lord; 

above the heavens is His glory. Who is like the Lord 

our God, who though enthroned on high, looks 

down upon heaven and earth? He raises the poor 

man out of the dust and lifts the needy one out of 

the trash heap, to seat them with nobles, with the 

nobles of His people. He turns the barren wife into 

a happy mother of children. Halleluyah! (Psalm 113)

When Israel went out of Egypt, Jacob's household 

from a people of strange speech, Judah became God's 

sanctuary, Israel His kingdom. The sea saw it and 

fled; the Jordan turned backward. The mountains 

skipped like rams, and the hills like lambs. Why 

is it, sea, that you flee? Why, O Jordan, do you turn 

backward? You mountains, why do you skip like 

rams? You hills, why do you leap like lambs? O earth, 

tremble at the Lord's presence, at the presence of 

the God of Jacob, who turns the rock into a pond of 

water, the flint into a flowing fountain. (Psalm 114)
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The Second Cup
Over the second cup of wine, we recite:

ה ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם,  רּוְך ַאָתּ ָבּ
ְצַרִים,  ר ְגָּאָלנּו ְוָגַאל ֶאת ֲאבֹוֵתינּו ִמִמּ ֲאֶשׁ

ְיָלה ַהֶזּה ֶלֱאָכל ּבֹו ַמָצּה  ְוִהִגּיָענּו ַלַלּ
ן ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֵואלֵֹהי ֲאבֹוֵתינּו  ּוָמרֹור. ֵכּ

ַיִגּיֵענּו ְלמֹועֲִדים ְוִלְרָגִלים ֲאֵחִרים 
לֹום, ְשֵׂמִחים  ִאים ִלְקָראֵתנּו ְלָשׁ ַהָבּ

עֲבֹוָדֶתָך. ְונֹאַכל  ים ַבּ ִשׂ ִבְנַין ִעיֶרָך ְוָשׂ ְבּ
ָסִחים ]במוצאי  ם ִמן ַהְזָּבִחים ּוִמן ַהְפּ ָשׁ
ר  ָסִחים ּוִמן ַהְזָּבִחים[ ֲאֶשׁ שבת׃ ִמן ַהְפּ

ֲחָך ְלָרצֹון, ְונֹוֶדה  ָמם ַעל ִקיר ִמְזַבּ ַיִגּיַע ָדּ
דּות  ֵתנּו ְוַעל ְפּ ֻאָלּ יר ָחָדש ַעל ְגּ ְלָך ִשׁ

ה ְיָי ָגַּאל ִיְשָׂרֵאל. רּוְך ַאָתּ נּו. ָבּ ַנְפֵשׁ

ה ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך רּוְך ַאָתּ  ָבּ
ִרי ַהָגֶפן. ָהעֹוָלם ּבֹוֵרא ְפּ

Blessed art Thou, Lord our God, King of the universe, 

who has redeemed us and our fathers from Egypt and 

enabled us to reach this night that we may eat matzah 

and marror. So Lord our God and God of our fathers, 

enable us to reach future holidays and festivals in 

peace, rejoicing in the rebuilding of Zion thy city, and 

joyful at thy service. There we shall eat of the offerings 

and Passover sacrifices ]On Saturday night read: of the 

Passover sacrifices and offerings[ which will be placed 

upon thy altar. We shall sing a new hymn of praise to 

You for our redemption and for our liberation. Blessed 

art Thou, O Lord, who has redeemed Israel.

Blessed art Thou, Lord our God, King of the 
universe, who createst the fruit of the vine. 

We drink the second cup of wine while reclining.

Rachtzaָרְחָצה
Washing hands for the meal

After washing we recite the blessing:

ה ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם,  רּוְך ַאָתּ ָבּ

ִמְצֹוָתיו ְוִצָוּנּו ַעל  נּו ְבּ ָשׁ ר ִקְדּ ֲאֶשׁ

ְנִטיַלת ָיָדִים.

Blessed art Thou, Lord our God, King of 
the universe, who hast sanctified us with 
thy commandments, and commanded us 
concerning the washing of the hands.
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Motze Matzahמֹוִציא ַמָּצה
Eating the Matzah

Holding all three Matzah we recite:

Holding the top two Matza we recite:

We eat our portion of Matzah

ֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם,  ינּו ֶמֽ ָּבְרּוְך ַאָּתה ְייָ, ֱאלֵֹהֽ

ַהּמֹוִציא ֶלֶֽחם ִמן ָהָֽאֶרץ:

ֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם,  ינּו ֶמֽ ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְייָ, ֱאלֵֹהֽ

נּו ְּבִמְצֹוָתַיו ְוִצָּוֽנּו ַעל  ֲאֶׁשר ִקְּדָׁשֽ

ֲאִכיַלת ַמָּצה:

Blessed art Thou, Lord our God, King of 
the universe, who bringest forth bread 
from the earth.

Blessed art Thou, Lord our God, King of 
the universe, who hast sanctified us with 
thy commandments, and commanded 
us concerning the eating of matzah.

Marorָמרֹור
The Bitter Herb

We dip a portion of the bitter herb in charoset and say:

ה ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם,  רּוְך ַאָתּ ָבּ

ִמְצֹוָתיו ְוִצָוּנּו ַעל  ָשנּו ְבּ ר ִקְדּ ֲאֶשׁ

ֲאִכיַלת ָמרֹור.

Blessed art Thou, Lord our God, King of 
the universe, who hast sanctified us with 
thy commandments, and commanded us 
concerning the eating of the bitter herbs.
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Korechּכֹוֵרְך
The Hillel Snadwhich

We combine matzah, bitter herb, and charoset and say:

ֵזֶכר ְלִמְקָּדׁש ְּכִהֵּלל: ֵּכן ָעָׂשה 

ִהֵּלל ִּבְזַמן ֶׁשֵּבית ַהִּמְקָּדׁש ָהָיה 

ַקָּים. ָהָיה ּכֹוֵרְך ֶּפַסח ַמָּצה ּוָמרֹור 

ְואֹוֵכל ְּבַיַֽחד. ְלַקֵּים ַמה ֶּׁשֶּנֱאַמר:

ַעל־ַמּצֹות ּוְמרֹוִרים יֹאְכֻלֽהּו:

To remind us of the Temple we do 
as Hillel did in Temple times; he 
combined matzo and marror in a 
sandwich and ate them together, to 
fulfill what is written in the Torah: 
"They shall eat it with unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs."

ְלָחן עֹוֵרְך Shulchan Orechֻשׁ
The Festive Meal

The holiday meal is served

Tzafunָצפּון
The Afikoman

The afikoman is eaten at the conclusion of the meal.
Often it is lost and found by the children, who are given a prize for finding it.
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ֵרְך Barechָבּ
We pour the third cup of wine and recite Grace after the meal

יַבת ִצּיֹון ָהִיינּו  ׁשּוב ְיָי ֶאת ִשׁ עֲלֹות ְבּ יר ַהַמּ ִשׁ
ינּו ּוְלׁשֹוֵננּו ִרָנּה  ֵלא ְשׂחֹוק ִפּ חְֹלִמים. ָאז ִיָמּ ְכּ
ה.  יל ְיָי ַלעֲׂשֹות ִעם ֵאֶלּ ָאז יֹאְמרּו ַבּגֹוִים ִהְגִדּ
נּו ָהִיינּו ְשֵׂמִחים. ׁשּוָבה  יל ְיָי ַלעֲׂשֹות ִעָמּ ִהְגִדּ

ֶגב. ַהזְֹּרִעים  ֶנּ ֲאִפיִקים ַבּ ִביֵתנּו ַכּ ְיָי ֶאת ְשׁ
ִרָנּה ִיְקצֹרּו. ָהלֹוְך ֵיֵלְך ּוָבכֹה נֵֹשׂא  ִדְמָעה ְבּ ְבּ

ָתיו. א יָבֹוא ְבִרָנּה נֵֹשׂא ֲאֻלמֹּ ְך ַהָזַּרע בֹּ ֶמֶשׁ

המזמן: ַרּבֹוַתי, ְנָבֵרְך!
ה ְוַעד עֹוָלם. ם ְיָי ְמבָֹרְך ֵמַעָתּ המסובין: ְיִהי ֵשׁ

ָנן ְוַרּבֹוַתי,  ְרׁשּות ְמָרָנן ְוַרָבּ המזמן: ִבּ
לֹו. ָאַכְלנּו ִמֶשּׁ ְנָבֵרְך (ֱאלֵֹהינּו) ֶשׁ

ָאַכְלנּו  רּוְך (ֱאלֵֹהינו) ֶשׁ המסובין: ָבּ
לֹו ּוְבטּובֹו ָחִיינּו. ִמֶשּׁ

לֹו ָאַכְלנּו ִמֶשּׁ רּוְך (ֱאלֵֹהינּו) ֶשׁ המזמן: ָבּ
ּוְבטּובֹו ָחִיינּו.

ָּברּוְך הּוא ּוָברּוְך ְׁשמֹו:

ה ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, ַהָזּן ֶאת  רּוְך ַאָתּ ָבּ
ֶחֶסד ּוְבַרֲחִמים, הּוא  ֵחן ְבּ טּובֹו ְבּ ּלֹו ְבּ ָהעֹוָלם ֻכּ
י ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו, ּוְבטּובֹו  ָשׂר ִכּ נֵֹתן ֶלֶחם ְלָכל-ָבּ

ִמיד לֹא ָחַסר ָלנּו ְוַאל ֶיְחַסר ָלנּו ָמזֹון  ַהָגּדֹול ָתּ
י הּוא ֵאל  מֹו ַהָגּדֹול, ִכּ עֲבּור ְשׁ ְלעֹוָלם ָוֶעד, ַבּ

ל ּוֵמִכין ָמזֹון ְלָכל  ל, ּוֵמִטיב ַלכֹּ ָזן ּוְמַפְרֵנס ַלכֹּ
ל. ה ְיָי ַהָזּן ֶאת ַהכֹּ רּוְך ַאָתּ ָרא. ָבּ ר ָבּ ִרּיֹוָתיו ֲאֶשׁ ְבּ

ִהְנַחְלָתּ ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ֶאֶרץ  ָך ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ַעל ֶשׁ נֹוֶדה ְלּ
הֹוֵצאָתנּו ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו  ה טֹוָבה ּוְרָחָבה, ְוַעל ֶשׁ ֶחְמָדּ

ית עֲָבִדים, ְוַעל  ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים ּוְפִדיָתנּו ִמֵבּ
נּו  ְדָתּ ַמּ ִלּ ְבָשֵׂרנּו ְוַעל ּתֹוָרְתָך ֶשׁ ָחַתְמָתּ ִבּ ִריְתָך ֶשׁ ְבּ

נּו, ְוַעל ַחִיּים ֵחן ָוֶחֶסד  הֹוַדְעָתּ יָך ֶשׁ ְוַעל ֻחֶקּ
ה ָזן ּוְמַפְרֵנס  ַאָתּ נּו, ְוַעל ֲאִכיַלת ָמזֹון ָשׁ חֹוַנְנָתּ ֶשׁ

ָעה. ָכל יֹום ּוְבָכל ֵעת ּוְבָכל ָשׁ ִמיד, ְבּ אֹוָתנּו ָתּ

ל ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֲאַנְחנּו מֹוִדים ָלְך ּוְמָבְרִכים  ְוַעל ַהכֹּ
ִמיד ְלעֹוָלם  ל ַחי ָתּ ִפי ָכּ ְמָך ְבּ ַרְך ִשׁ אֹוָתְך, ִיְתָבּ

, ּוֵבַרְכָתּ ֶאת  תּוב: "ְוָאַכְלָתּ ְוָשַׂבְעָתּ ָכּ ָוֶעד, ַכּ
ר ָנַתן ָלְך".  ְיָי ֱאלֶֹהיָך ַעל ָהָאֶרץ ַהּטֹוָבה ֲאֶשּׁ

ה ְייָ, ַעל ָהָאֶרץ ְוַעל ַהָמזֹון. רּוְך ַאָתּ ָבּ

ַלִים  ָך, ְוַעל ְירּוָשׁ ַרֶחם ָנא ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ַעל ִיְשָׂרֵאל ַעֶמּ
ִוד  ית ָדּ בֹוֶדָך, ְוַעל ַמְלכּות ֵבּ ן ְכּ ַכּ ִעיֶרָך, ְוַעל ִצּיֹון ִמְשׁ
ְמָך  ִנְּקָרא ִשׁ ִית ַהָגדֹול ְוַהָקדֹוׁש ֶשׁ יֶחָך, ְוַעל ַהַבּ ְמִשׁ
ֵלנּו  ָעָליו. ֱאלֵֹהינּו, ָאִבינּו, ְרֵענּו, זּוֵננּו, ַפְרְנֵסנּו ְוַכְלְכּ

ל ָצרֹוֵתינּו.  ְוַהְרִויֵחנּו, ְוַהְרַוח ָלנּו ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ְמֵהָרה ִמָכּ
ָשׂר ָוָדם  ַנת ָבּ ְצִריֵכנּו ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו, לֹא ִליֵדי ַמְתּ ְוָנא ַאל ַתּ

תּוָחה  ֵלָאה ַהְפּ י ִאם ְלָיְדָך ַהְמּ ְולֹא ִליֵדי ַהְלָוָאָתם, ִכּ
ֵלם ְלעֹוָלם ָוֶעד. לֹא ֵנבֹוׁש ְולֹא ִנָכּ ה ְוָהְרָחָבה, ֶשׁ דֹוָשׁ ַהְקּ

ִמְצֹוֶתיָך ּוְבִמְצַות יֹום  ְרֵצה ְוַהֲחִליֵצנוּ ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ְבּ
י יֹום ֶזה  ת ַהָגּדֹול ְוַהָקדֹוׂש ַהֶזּה. ִכּ ָבּ ִביִעי ַהַשׁ ַהְשׁ

ַאֲהָבה  ת ּבֹו ְוָלנּוַח ּבֹו ְבּ ָבּ ָגּדֹול ְוָקדֹוׁש הּוא ְלָפֶניָך ִלְשׁ
א  ֹּ ל ִמְצַות ְרצֹוֶנָך. ּוִבְרצֹוְנָך ָהִניַח ָלנּו ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶשׁ ְכּ
יֹום ְמנּוָחֵתנּו. ְוַהְרֵאנּו ְיָי  ְתֵהא ָצָרה ְוָיגֹון ַוֲאָנָחה ְבּ

ַלִים ִעיר  ֶנָחַמת ִציֹון ִעיֶרָך ּוְבִבְנַין ְירּוָשׁ ֱאלֵֹהינּו ְבּ
ַעל ַהְיׁשּועֹות ּוַבַעל ַהֶנָּחמֹות. ה הּוא ַבּ י ַאָתּ ָך ִכּ ָקְדֶשׁ

ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֵואלֵֹהי ֲאבֹוֵתינּו, ַיעֲֶלה ְויָבֹא ְויִַגּיַע, 
ֵקד ְוִיזֵָּכר ִזְכרֹוֵננּו  ַמע, ְוִיָפּ ְוֵיָרֶאה ְוֵיָרֶצה ְוִיָשּׁ

ִוד  ן ָדּ יַח ֶבּ ּוִפְקדֹוֵננּו ְוִזְכרֹון ֲאבֹוֵתינּו, ְוִזְכרֹון ָמִשׁ
ל  ָך, ְוִזְכרֹון ָכּ ַלִים ִעיר ָקְדֶשׁ ָך, ְוִזְכרֹון ְירּוָשׁ ַעְבֶדּ

ית ִיְשָׂרֵאל ְלָפנֶיָך ִלְפֵלָטה, ְלטֹוָבה, ְלֵחן  ָך ֵבּ ַעְמּ
יֹום ַחג  לֹום, ְבּ ּוְלֶחֶסד ּוְלַרֲחִמים, ְלַחִיּים ּוְלָשׁ

ּצֹות ַהֶזה. זְָכֵרנּו ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ּבֹו ְלטֹוָבה, ּוָפְקֵדנּו  ַהַמּ
ְדַבר ְיׁשּוָעה  יֵענּו בֹו ְלַחִיּים ּוִבּ בֹו ִלְבָרָכה, ְוהֹוִשׁ
י  יֵענּו, ִכּ ְוַרֲחִמים חּוס ְוָחֵנּנּו, ְוַרֵחם ָעֵלינּו ְוהֹוִשׁ

ה. י ֵאל ֶמֶלְך ַחּנּון ְוַרחּום ָאָתּ ֵאֶליָך ֵעינֵינּו, ִכּ
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ְמֵהָרה ְבָיֵמינּו. ֶדׁש ִבּ ַלִים ִעיר ַהקֹּ ּוְבנֵה ְירּוָשׁ
ָלִים. ָאֵמן. ה ְייָ, ּבֹוֵנה ְבַרֲחָמיו ְירּוָשׁ רּוְך ַאָתּ ָבּ

ה ְייָ, ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, ָהֵאל ָאִבינּו,  רּוְך ַאָתּ ָבּ
נּו  נּו, ַאִדיֵרנּו, ּבֹוְרֵאנּו, ּגֹוֲאֵלנּו, יֹוְצֵרנּו, ְקדֹוֵשׁ ַמְלֵכּ
ֶלְך ַהּטֹוב  ְקדֹוׁש ַיעֲקֹב, רֹוֵענּו רֹוֵעה ִיְשָׂרַאל, ַהֶמּ

ָכל יֹום ָויֹום הּוא ֵהיִטיב,  ְבּ ל, ֶשׁ יִטיב ַלכֹּ ְוַהֵמּ
הּוא ֵמיִטיב, הּוא ֵייִטיב ָלנּו. הּוא ְגָמָלנּו הּוא 

גֹוְמֵלנּו הּוא ִיְגְמֵלנּו ָלַעד, ְלֵחן ּוְלֶחֶסד ּוְלַרֲחִמים 
ָרָכה ִויׁשּוָעה, ֶנָחָמה  ּוְלֶרַוח ַהָצָּלה ְוַהְצָלָחה, ְבּ

לֹום  ָלה, ְוַרֲחִמים ְוַחִיּים ְוָשׁ ְרָנָסה ְוַכְלָכּ ַפּ
ֵרנּו. ל טּוב ְלעֹוָלם ַאל ְיַחְסּ ְוָכל טֹוב; ּוִמָכּ

ָהַרֲחָמן הּוא ִיְמלֹוְך ָעֵלינּו ְלעֹוָלם ָוֶעד.
ַמִים ּוָבָאֶרץ. ָשּׁ ַרְך ַבּ ָהַרֲחָמן הּוא ִיְתָבּ

נּו ָלַעד  ַאר ָבּ ח ְלדֹור ּדֹוִרים, ְוִיְתָפּ ַבּ ַתּ ָהַרֲחָמן הּוא ִיְשׁ
נּו ָלַעד ּוְלעֹוְלֵמי עֹוָלִמים. ר ָבּ ּוְלֵנַצח ְנָצִחים, ְוִיְתַהַדּ

ָכבֹוד. ָהַרֲחָמן הּוא ְיַפְרְנֵסנּו ְבּ
נּו ֵמַעל ַצָּוּאֵרנּו,  ּבֹור ֻעֵלּ ָהַרֲחָמן הּוא ִיְשׁ

ְוהּוא יֹוִליֵכנּו קֹוְמִמיּות ְלַאְרֵצנּו.
ִית  ַבּ ה ַבּ ָרָכה ְמֻרָבּ ַלח ָלנּו ְבּ ָהַרֲחָמן הּוא ִיְשׁ

ָאַכְלנּו ָעָליו. ְלָחן ֶזה ֶשׁ ַהֶזּה, ְוַעל ֻשׁ
ִביא ָזכּור  ַלח ָלנּו ֶאת ֵאִלָיּהּו ַהָנּ ָהַרֲחָמן הּוא ִיְשׁ

ׂשֹורֹות טֹובֹות ְיׁשּועֹות ְוֶנָחמֹות. ׂר ָלנּו ְבּ ַלּטֹוב, ִויַבֵשּ

ָהַרֲחָמן, הּוא ְיָבֵרְך ֶאת (ָאִבי מֹוִרי) ַּבַֽעל ַהַּבִֽית ַהֶּזה, 
ְוֶאת (ִאִּמי מֹוָרִתי) ַּבעֲַלת ַהַּבִֽית ַהֶּזה, ָהַרֲחָמן, הּוא 

ְיָבֵרְך אֹוִתי (ְוִאְׁשִּתי ְוזְַרִעי ְוֶאת ָּכל ַאֶׁשר ִלי).

ָהַרֲחָמן, הּוא ְיָבֵרְך ֶאת ַּבַעל ַהַּבִֽית ַהֶּזה, ְוֶאת 
ִאְׁשּתֹו ַּבעֲַלת ַהַּבִֽית ַהֶּזה. אֹוָתם ְוֶאת ֵּביָתם 

נּו ְוֶאת ָּכל  ְוֶאת ַזְרָעם ְוֶאת ָּכל ַאֶׁשר ָלֶהם אֹוָתֽ
ינּו, ַאְבָרָהם  ֲאֶׁשר ָלֽנּו, ְּכמֹו ֶׁשִנְתָּבְרכּו ֲאבֹוֵתֽ
נ ִיְצָחק ְוַיעֲקֹב: ַּבּכֹל, ִמּכֹל, ּכֹל. ֵּכן ְיָבֵרְך אֹוָתֽ

ּו ֻּכָּלנּו ַיַֽחד. ִּבְבָרָכה ְׁשֵלָמה, ְונֹאַמר ָאֵמן:

ֶמֶרת  ֵהא ְלִמְשׁ ְתּ דּו עֲֵליֶהם ְוָעֵלינּו ְזכּות ֶשׁ רֹום ְיַלְמּ ָמּ ַבּ
ֵענּו,  לֹום. ְוִנָשׂא ְבָרָכה ֵמֵאת ְייָ, ּוְצָדָקה ֵמאלֵֹהי ִיְשׁ ָשׁ

ֵעיֵני ֱאלִֹהים ְוָאָדם. ְוִנְמָצא ֵחן ְוֵשֶׂכל טֹוב ְבּ

ת  ָבּ לֹו ַשׁ ֻכּ ַהָרֲחָמן הּוא ַיְנִחיֵלנּו יֹום ֶשׁ
ּוְמנּוָחה ְלַחֵיּי ָהעֹוָלִמים.

לֹו טֹוב. ֻכּ ַהָרֲחָמן הּוא ַיְנִחיֵלנּו יֹום ֶשׁ
יַח  ִשׁ נּו ִלימֹות ַהָמּ ָהַרֲחָמן הּוא ְיַזֵכּ

א. ּוְלַחֵיּי ָהעֹוָלם ַהָבּ

יחֹו, ְלָדִוד  ִמְגּדֹול ְיׁשּועֹות ַמְלּכֹו, ְועֶֹשׂה ֶחֶסד ִלְמִשׁ
ְמרֹוָמיו, הּוא  לֹום ִבּ ּוְלַזְרעֹו ַעד עֹוָלם. עֶֹשׂה ָשׁ

ל ִיְשָׂרַאל. ְוִאְמרּו: ָאֵמן. לֹום ָעֵלינּו ְוַעל ָכּ ַיעֲֶשׂה ָשׁ

י ֵאין ַמְחסֹור ִליֵרָאיו.  יו, ִכּ ְיראּו ֶאת ְיָי ְקדָֹשׁ
י ְיָי לֹא ַיְחְסרּו ָכל  ִפיִרים ָרׁשּו ְוָרֵעבּו, ְודְֹרֵשׁ ְכּ

י ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו. ּפֹוֵתַח  י טֹוב, ִכּ טֹוב. הֹודּו ַליָי ִכּ
רּוְך ַהֶגֶּבר  יַע ְלָכל ַחי ָרצֹון. ָבּ ִבּ ֶאת ָיֶדָך, ּוַמְשׂ

ייָ, ְוָהָיה ְיָי ִמְבַטחֹו. ַנַער ָהִייִתי ַגם  ר ִיְבַטח ַבּ ֲאֶשׁ
ׁש  י, ְולֹא ָרִאיִתי ַצִדיק ֶנעֱזָב, ְוַזְרעֹו ְמַבֶקּ ָזַקְנִתּ

לֹום. ן, ְיָי ְיָבֵרְך ֶאת ַעמֹו ַבָשׁ ָלֶחם. ְיָי עֹז ְלַעמֹו ִיֵתּ

We drink the third cup of wine while reclining.

ה ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם  רּוְך ַאָתּ ָבּ
ִרי ַהָגֶפן. ּבֹוֵרא ְפּ

Blessed art Thou, Lord our God, King of the 
universe, who createst the fruit of the vine. 

The Third Cup
Over the third cup of wine, we recite:
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Elijah - Reprisals and Revenge
A cup of wine is poured in honor of the Prophet Elijah. 

The door is opened and we say:

Pour out your wrath upon the nations 
that have not known you, and upon 
the kingdoms that do not call your 
name. For they have devoured Jacob 
and laid waste to his habitations. Pour 
your fury upon them, let your blazing 
anger overtake them. Pursue them with 
hatred and may they be destroyed from 
under God’s heavens (Psalms 79:6-7)

ר לֹא  פְֹך ֲחָמְתָך ֶאל ַהּגֹוִים ֲאֶשׁ ְשׁ

ְמָך  ִשׁ ר ְבּ ְיָדעּוָך ְוַעל ַמְמָלכֹות ֲאֶשׁ

י ָאַכל ֶאת ַיעֲקֹב ְוֶאת  לֹא ָקָראּו. ִכּ

פְֹך עֲֵליֶהם ַזְעֶמָך  ּמּו. ְשׁ ָנֵוהּו ֵהַשׁ

ַאף  ף ְבּ ְרדֹּ יֵגם. ִתּ ָך ַיִשׂ ַוֲחרֹון ַאְפּ

ֵמי ְייָ. ַחת ְשׁ ִמיֵדם ִמַתּ ְוַתְשׁ

Reprisals and Revenge

When a nation is wrongly attacked or its civilians 
illegally targeted, it is only natural to want revenge. 
In fact, this threat of revenge has throughout history 
been the primary deterrent to prevent these things 
from happening in the first place.

In practice, however, this seldom works. Instead, 
reprisals lead to an endless cycle of violence. Side 
A claims that side B targeted civilians and then 
retaliated by attacking civilians on the other side. Side 
B denies the original offense, then retaliates for side 
A’s retaliation. There is no end, and quickly all restraint 
is out the window. 

Reprisals and Revenge

Why threat of reprisal is 
not an effective way of 
protecting civilians.
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Reprisals in International Law
In 1929, in the aftermath of World War I, a treaty called 
The Convention Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners 
of War outlawed reprisals against prisoners or war.

After World War II, the Geneva Conventions added the 
wounded, sick, and shipwrecked, along with personnel, 
buildings, and equipment related to their care, to the list of 
targets against which reprisals are absolutely forbidden.

In 1977, an additional protocol to the Geneva Conventions 
outlawed reprisals against the entire civilian population.

The 1977 protocol has been ratified by 174 states. However, 
many notable countries have refused, including the United 
States, Israel, Iran, Pakistan, India, and Turkey. The blanket 
prohibition on civilian reprisals is a key reason.

These countries believe that without threatening reprisals they 
will not be able to protect their civilians from war crimes.

Reprisals and Revenge

Strengthening Human 
Rights Law Can 
Make Reprisals Less 
Necessary.

One way to protect civilians without going down the 
ruinous road of reprisals is to strengthen human rights 
law. This is similar to how we restrain violence in society in 
general.

When someone is harmed, two things stop them from 
taking the law into their own hands. First, faith that the 
judicial system will right their injury. The second is fear of 
punishment if they resort to unsanctioned violence.

Effective punishment of those who commit war crimes 
would have the same effect. Army commanders would 
be deterred from targeting civilians by fear of personal 
legal consequences to themselves. And should an army 
commit war crimes, the injured group will be able to turn to 
the legal system to punish their attackers rather than feel 
they have no choice but to carry out reprisals on their own.
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The International Criminal Court

The International Criminal Court was created in 
1998 by the Rome Statute. Its purpose is to prosecute 
individuals who commit any of four crimes: Genocide, 
war crimes, crimes against humanity, and aggression 
(starting unprovoked wars). The court prosecutes 
individuals only – not governments or organizations. 
This is the first attempt in human history to hold 
people accountable for these crimes internationally, 
outside of their own country’s legal system.

The ICC does not have its own police force or 
prison. It relies on member countries (countries that 
have signed the Rome Statute) to arrest and deport 
to it people who are accused of crimes. If the court 
sentences a defendant to prison, it also relies on 
member states to enforce that punishment.

The ICC has an independent prosecutor, whose job 
is to research potential cases and determine if there 
is sufficient evidence to bring a case before the court. 
The court has 18 judges, divided into various panels 
that hear the case in its pre-trial, trial, and appellate 
stages.

As of 2017, 25 cases have been brought before the 
court. The court has reached 6 verdicts, convicting 
9 people and acquitting one. Many cases have not 
gone to trial due to the death of the defendant or the 
inability to bring the defendant to court.

Reprisals

Can the International 
Criminal Court Help 
Reduce the Need For 
Reprisals?
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Should We Join the ICC?
As of 2016, 124 countries have ratified the Rome Statute. Neither 
Israel nor the United States are included. Israel is afraid that the 
numerous Arab countries will leverage their numbers and clout to 
use the ICC into a weapon against it, much like they do at the United 
Nations. Israel worries that it will unfairly become the ICC’s primary 
focus, and it will be faced with lopsided and unfair scrutiny.

The United States worries that because of its extensive military 
actions around the world it will be a particularly inviting target for 
ICC scrutiny, and its far-flung soldiers are vulnerable to being turned 
over to the ICC for prosecution. Some administrations also see any 
international court as a threat to U.S. sovereignty.

But there is also much to be gained. Israel is a frequent victim of war 
crimes, such as the deliberate targeting of its civilians. A strengthened 
ICC could help punish that and alleviate the need for Israel to carry 
out reprisals. The ICC represents a vision for a more just and peaceful 
world which is at the core of our values.

The ICC only pursues cases that member governments 
do not, so with their strong domestic court systems Israel 
and the United States have ready means of shielding their 
citizens from ICC prosecution. Should Israel or the United 
States join the ICC?

The Peace Palace,
Seat of the International 
Criminal Court
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Hallelַהֵּלל

בֹוד,  ן ָכּ ְמָך ֵתּ י ְלִשׁ לֹא ָלנּו ְיָי לֹא ָלנּו, ִכּ
ה יֹאְמרּו  ָך. ָלָמּ ָך, ַעל ֲאִמֶתּ ַעל ַחְסְדּ
ַהּגֹוִים ַאֵיּה ָנא ֱאלֵֹהיֶהם, ֵואלֵֹהינּו 

ר ָחֵפץ ָעָשׂה.  ל ֲאֶשׁ ָמִים, כֹּ ַבָשּׁ
ֶסף ְוָזָהב ַמעֲֵשׂה ְיֵדי ָאָדם.  יֶהם ֶכּ עֲַצֵבּ

רּו, ֵעיַנִים ָלֶהם  ה ָלֶהם ְולֹא ְיַדֵבּ ֶפּ
ָמעּו,  ְולֹא ִיְראּו. ָאְזַנִים ָלֶהם ְולֹא ִיְשׁ

ַאף ָלֶהם ְולֹא ְיִריחּון. ְיֵדיֶהם ְולֹא 
כּו, לֹא ֶיְהּגּו  ְיִמיׁשּון, ַרְגֵליֶהם ְולֹא ְיַהֵלּ

ל  יֶהם, כֹּ מֹוֶהם ִיְהיּו עֵֹשׂ ְגרֹוָנם. ְכּ ִבּ
ְייָ,  ַטח ַבּ ֶהם. ִיְשָׂרֵאל ְבּ ֵטַח ָבּ ר בֹּ ֲאֶשׁ
ְטחּו  ית ַאֲהרֹן ִבּ ֶעְזָרם ּוָמִגָנּם הּוא. ֵבּ

ְטחּו  ְייָ, ֶעְזָרם ּוָמִגָנּם הּוא. ִיְרֵאי ְיָי ִבּ ַבּ
ְייָ, ֶעְזָרם ּוָמִגָנּם הּוא. ַבּ

ית ִיְשָׂרֵאל,  ְיָי ְזָכָרנּו ְיָבֵרְך, ְיָבֵרְך ֶאת ֵבּ
ית ַאֲהרֹן. ְיָבֵרְך ִיְרֵאי ְייָ,  ְיָבֵרְך ֶאת ֵבּ

ַטִנים ִעם ַהְגּדִֹלים. יֵֹסף ְיָי עֲֵליֶכם,  ַהְקּ
ם  רּוִכים ַאֶתּ ֵניֶכם. ְבּ עֲֵליֶכם ְוַעל ְבּ

ַמִים  ַמִים ָוָאֶרץ. ַהָשּׁ ַלְייָ, עֵֹשׂה ָשׁ
ַמִים ַלְיָי ְוָהָאֶרץ ָנַתן ִלְבֵני ָאָדם.  ָשׁ

ל יְֹרֵדי  ִתים ְיַהְללּו ָיּה ְולֹא ָכּ לֹא ַהֵמּ
ה ְוַעד  דּוָמה. ַוֲאַנְחנּו ְנָבֵרְך ָיּה ֵמַעָתּ

עֹוָלם. ַהְללּוָיּה:

ַמע ְיָי ֶאת קֹוִלי,  י ִיְשׁ י ִכּ ָאַהְבִתּ
ה ָאְזנֹו ִלי ּוְבָיַמי  י ִהָטּ ֲחנּוָני. ִכּ ַתּ

ֶאְקָרא. ֲאָפפּוִני ֶחְבֵלי ָמֶות ּוְמָצֵרי 
אֹול ְמָצאּוִני, ָצָרה ְוָיגֹון ֶאְמָצא.  ְשׁ

י.  ָטה ַנְפִשׁ ם ְיָי ֶאְקָרא, ָאָנּא ְיָי ַמְלּ ּוְבֵשׁ

Nor for our sake, O Lord, not for our sake, but for thy 

name's sake give glory, because of thy kindness and thy 

truth. Why should the nations say: "Where is their God?" 

Our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases! 

Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human 

hands. They have a mouth, but they cannot speak; they 

have eyes, but they cannot see; they have ears, but they 

cannot hear; they have a nose, but they cannot smell; 

they have hands, but they cannot feel; they have feet, but 

they cannot walk; nor can they utter a sound with their 

throat. Those who make them shall become like them, 

whoever trusts in them. O Israel, trust in the Lord! He is 

their help and shield. You who revere the Lord, trust in 

the Lord! He is their help and shield. 

(Psalm 115:1-11)

The Lord who has remembered us will bless; 

He will bless the house of Israel; He will bless the house 

of Aaron; He will bless those who revere the Lord, the 

small with the great. May the Lord increase you, you and 

your children. You are blessed by the Lord, who made 

the heaven and earth. The heaven is the Lord's heaven, 

but He has given the earth to mankind. The dead cannot 

praise the Lord, nor can any who go down into silence. 

We will bless the Lord from this time forth and forever. 

Halleluyah! (Psalm 115:12-18)

I love that the Lord hears my supplications. Because 

He has inclined His ear to me, I will call upon Him as 

long as I live. The cords of death encircled me; the pains 

of the grave have overtaken me; I found trouble and 

sorrow. Then I called upon the name of the Lord: 

We pour the fourth cup of wine and recite the Halel:
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"O Lord, save my life!" Gracious is the Lord, and 

righteous and our God is merciful. The Lord protects the 

simple; I was brought low and He saved me. Return to 

thy rest, O my soul, for the Lord has been kind to you. 

Thou hast delivered my soul from death, my eyes from 

tears and my feet from stumbling. I shall walk before the 

Lord in the lands of the living. I kept faith even when I 

cry out: "I am greatly afflicted.' I said in haste: "All men 

are deceitful." (Psalm 116:1-11)

How can I repay the Lord for all His kind acts toward 

me? I will raise the cup of salvations, and call upon the 

name of the Lord. My vows to the Lord I will pay in the 

presence of all His people. Precious in the sight of the 

Lord is the death of His pious followers. Please, O Lord, 

I am truly thy servant; I am thy servant, the son of thy 

handmaid; Thou has loosened my bonds. To Thee I 

sacrifice a thanksgiving offering, and call upon the name 

of the Lord. My vows to the Lord I will pay in the presence 

of all His people, in the courts of the Lord's house, in the 

midst of Jerusalem. Halleluyah! (Psalm 116:12-19)

Give thanks to the Lord, all you nations; praise Him, all 

you peoples! For His kindness overwhelms us, and the 

truth of the Lord is forever, Halleluyah! (Psalm 117)

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 

His kindness endures forever.

Let Israel say: 

His kindness endures forever.

Let the house of Aaron say:

His kindness endures forever.

Let those who revere the Lord say:

His kindness endures forever. (Psalm 118:1-4)

ַחנּון ְיָי ְוַצִדיק, ֵואלֵֹהינּו ְמַרֵחם. 
יַע.  ָתאִים ְייָ, ַדּלֹוִתי ְוִלי ְיהֹוִשׁ ֵמר ְפּ שֹׁ

י ְיָי ָגַּמל  י ִלְמנּוָחְיִכי, ִכּ ׁשּוִבי ַנְפִשׁ
ֶות, ֶאת  י ִמָמּ ְצָתּ ַנְפִשׁ י ִחַלּ ָעָלְיִכי. ִכּ

ִחי.  ְמָעה, ֶאת ַרְגִלי ִמֶדּ ֵעיִני ִמן ִדּ
ַאְרצֹות ַהַחִיּים.  ְך ִלְפֵני ְיָי ְבּ ֶאְתַהֵלּ

ר, ֲאִני ָעִניִתי ְמאֹד.  י ֲאַדֵבּ י ִכּ ֶהֱאַמְנִתּ
זֵב. ל ָהָאָדם כֹּ י ְבָחְפִזי, ָכּ ֲאִני ָאַמְרִתּ

ְגמּולֹוִהי ָעָלי.  ל ַתּ יב ַלְיָי ָכּ ָמה ָאִשׁ
ם ְיָי ֶאְקָרא.  ׂא ּוְבֵשׁ ּכֹוס ְיׁשּועֹות ֶאָשּ
ם ֶנְגָדה ָנּא ְלָכל ַעּמֹו.  ֵלּ ְנָדַרי ַלְיָי ֲאַשׁ
ְוָתה ַלֲחִסיָדיו. ָאָנּא  ֵעיֵני ְיָי ַהָמּ ָיָקר ְבּ

ן ֲאָמֶתָך,  ָך ֶבּ ָך, ֲאִני ַעְבְדּ י ֲאִני ַעְבֶדּ ְיָי ִכּ
ח זֶַבח ּתֹוָדה  ְחָתּ ְלמֹוֵסָרי. ְלָך ֶאְזַבּ ַתּ ִפּ

ֵלם  ם ְיָי ֶאְקָרא. ְנָדַרי ַלְיָי ֲאַשׁ ּוְבֵשׁ
ית  ַחְצרֹות ֵבּ ֶנְגָדה ָנא ְלָכל ַעמֹו. ְבּ

ָלִים, ַהְללּוָיּה: תֹוֵכִכי ְירּוָשׁ ְייָ, ְבּ

ל  חּוהּו ָכּ ְבּ ל ּגֹוִים, ַשׁ ַהְללּו ֶאת ְיָי ָכּ
י ָגַבר ָעֵלינּו ַחְסּדֹו,  ים. ִכּ  ָהֻאִמּ

ֶוֱאֶמת ְיָי ְלעֹוָלם, ַהְללּוָיּה:

הֹודּו ַלָיי ִּכי טֹוב,
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו: 

יֹאַמר ָנא ִיְׂשָרֵאל
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו: 

יֹאְמרּו ָנא ֵבית ַאֲהרֹן,
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו: 

יֹאְמרּו ָנא ִיְרֵאי ְייָ,
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו:
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From the narrows I called upon the Lord; the Lord answered 

me by placing me in a great expanse. The Lord is with me; I 

have no fear of what man can do to me. The Lord is with me 

among my helpers; I shall see the defeat of my foes. It is better 

to seek refuge in the Lord than to trust in man. It is better to 

seek refuge in the Lord than to trust in princes. All nations 

have encompassed me; but in the name of the Lord, I routed 

them. They swarmed around me; but in the name of the Lord, 

I cut them down. They swarmed like bees about me, but they 

were extinguished like a fire of thorns; but in the name of the 

Lord, I cut them down. You pushed me that I might fall, but 

the Lord helped me. The Lord is my strength and song; He has 

become my salvation. The voice of rejoicing and salvation is 

heard in the tents of the righteous: "The right hand of the Lord 

does valiantly. The Lord's right hand is raised in triumph; the 

Lord's right hand does valiantly!" I shall not die, but live to 

relate the deeds of the Lord. The Lord has surely punished me, 

but He has not left me to die. 

Open for me the gates of righteousness, that I 

may enter and praise the Lord. This is the gate of 

the Lord; the righteous may enter through it.

I thank Thee for Thou has answered me and have 

become my salvation. I thank Thee for Thou has 

answered me and have become my salvation.

The stone which the builders rejected has become 

the major cornerstone. The stone which the builders 

rejected has become the major cornerstone.

This the Lord's doing; It is marvelous in our eyes. 

This the Lord's doing; It is marvelous in our eyes.

This is the day which the Lord has made; We will 

be glad and rejoice on it. This is the day which the 

Lord has made; We will be glad and rejoice on it.

ַצר ָקָראִתי ָיּה, ָעָנִני  ִמן ַהֵמּ
ְרָחב ָיּה. ְיָי ִלי לֹא ִאיָרא,  ֶמּ ַבּ

עְֹזָרי  ַמה ַיּעֲֶשׂה ִלי ָאָדם. ְיָי ִלי ְבּ
ׂשְנָאי. טֹוב ַלֲחסֹות  ַוֲאִני ֶאְרֶאה ְבּ

ָאָדם. טֹוב ַלֲחסֹות  טַֹח ָבּ ְיָי ִמְבּ ַבּ
ל ּגֹוִים  ְנִדיִבים. ָכּ טַֹח ִבּ ְיָי ִמְבּ ַבּ

י ֲאִמיַלם.  ם ְיָי ִכּ ֵשׁ ְסָבבּוִני, ְבּ
י  ם ְיָי ִכּ ֵשׁ ַסּבּוִני ַגם ְסָבבּוִני, ְבּ

עֲכּו  בִֹרים, דֹּ ֲאִמיַלם. ַסּבּוִני ִכְדּ
י ֲאִמיַלם.  ם ְיָי ִכּ ֵשׁ ֵאׁש קֹוִצים, ְבּ ְכּ

ל, ַוְיָי עֲָזָרִני.  ִחיַתִני ִלְנפֹּ חֹה ְדּ ָדּ
ָעִזּי ְוִזְמָרת ָיּה ַוְיִהי ִלי ִליׁשּוָעה. 

יִקים,  ָאֳהֵלי ַצִדּ קֹול ִרָנּה ִויׁשּוָעה ְבּ
ְיִמין ְיָי עֵֹשָׂה ָחִיל. ְיִמין ְיָי רֹוֵמָמה, 

י  ְיִמין ְיָי עֵֹשָׂה ָחִיל. לֹא ָאמּות ִכּ
ר  י ָיּה. ַיסֹּ ר ַמעֲֵשׂ ֶאְחֶיה, ַוֲאַסֵפּ

ֶות לֹא ְנָתָנִני. ַרִני ָיּּה, ְוַלָמּ ִיְסּ

עֲֵרי ֶצֶדק, ָאבֹא ָבם,  ְתחּו ִלי ַשׁ ִפּ
יִקים  ַער ַלְייָ, ַצִדּ אֹוֶדה ָיּה. ֶזה ַהַשּׁ

יָבֹאּו בֹו.

ִהי ִלי ִליׁשּוָעה.  י עֲִניָתִני ַוְתּ אֹוְדָך ִכּ
ִהי ִלי ִליׁשּוָעה.  י עֲִניָתִני ַוְתּ אֹוְדָך ִכּ

ֶאֶבן ָמֲאסּו ַהּבֹוִנים ָהְיָתה ְלרֹאׁש 
ָנּה. ֶאֶבן ָמֲאסּו ַהּבֹוִנים ָהְיָתה  ִפּ

ָנּה. ְלרֹאׁש ִפּ

ֵמֵאת ְיָי ָהְיָתה זֹּאת ִהיא ִנְפָלאת 
ֵעיֵנינּו. ֵמֵאת ְיָי ָהְיָתה זֹּאת ִהיא  ְבּ

ֵעיֵנינּו. ִנְפָלאת ְבּ

זֶה ַהּיֹום ָעָשׂה ְיָי ָנִגיָלה ְוִנְשְׂמָחה 
בֹו. ֶזה ַהּיֹום ָעָשׂה ְיָי ָנִגיָלה 

ְוִנְשְׂמָחה בֹו.
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יָעה ָּנא: ָאָּנא ְיָי הֹוִׁשֽ
יָעה ָּנא: ָאָּנא ְיָי הֹוִׁשֽ
ָאָּנא ְיָי ַהְצִליָחה ָנא:
ָאָּנא ְיָי ַהְצִליָחה ָנא:

ם ְייָ, ֵשׁ א ְבּ רּוְך ַהָבּ  ָבּ
ית ְייָ. ַרְכנּוֶכם ִמֵבּ  ֵבּ

ם ְייָ,  ֵשׁ א ְבּ רּוְך ַהָבּ ָבּ
ית ְייָ.  ַרְכנּוֶכם ִמֵבּ ֵבּ

ֵאל ְיָי ַוָיֶּאר ָלנּו. ִאְסרּו ַחג 
ַח.  ְזֵבּ ֲעבִֹתים ַעד ַקְרנֹות ַהִמּ ַבּ

ֵאל ְיָי ַוָיֶּאר ָלנּו. ִאְסרּו ַחג 
ַח.  ְזֵבּ עֲבִֹתים ַעד ַקְרנֹות ַהִמּ ַבּ

ה ְואֹוֶדָּך, ֱאלַֹהי ֲארֹוְמֶמָּך.   ֵאִלי ַאָתּ
ה ְואֹוֶדָּך, ֱאלַֹהי ֲארֹוְמֶמָּך. ֵאִלי ַאָתּ

י ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו. י טֹוב, ִכּ  הֹודּו ַלְיָי ִכּ
י ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו. י טֹוב, ִכּ הֹודּו ַלְיָי ִכּ

הֹודּו ַלָיי ִּכי טֹוב,
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו:

הֹודּו ֵלאלֵֹהי ָהֱאלִֹהים,
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו:

הֹודּו ַלֲאדֵֹני ָהֲאדִֹנים,
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו:

ְלעֵֹׂשה ִנְפָלאֹות ְּגדֹלֹות ְלַבּדֹו, 
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו: 

ִים ִּבְתבּוָנה,  ְלעֵֹׂשה ַהָּׁשַמֽ
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו: 

ִים,  ְלרֹוַקע ָהָֽאֶרץ ַעל ַהָּמֽ
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו: 

ְלעֵֹׂשה אֹוִרים ְּגדִֹלים, 
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו: 

ֶלת ַּבּיֹום,  ֶמׁש ְלֶמְמֶׁשֽ ֶאת ַהֶּׁשֽ
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו: 

ַח ְוכֹוָכִבים ְלֶמְמְׁשלֹות  ֶאת ַהּיֵָרֽ
ַּבָּלְֽיָלה,

ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו: 

O Lord, please save us!

O Lord, please save us!

O Lord, let us prosper!

O Lord, let us prosper!

Blessed be he who comes in the name of the Lord; 

We bless you from the house of the Lord. Blessed be he 

who comes in the name of the Lord; We bless you from 

the house of the Lord.

The Lord is God who has shown us light; Bind the 

sacrifice with cords, up to the altar-horns. The Lord 

is God who has shown us light; Bind the sacrifice with 

cords, up to the altar-horns.

Thou art my God, and I thank Thee; Thou art my God, 

and I exalt Thee. Thou art my God, and I thank Thee; 

Thou art my God, and I exalt Thee.

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His kindness 

endures forever. Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 

His kindness endures forever (Psalm 118:5-29).

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good,

His kindness endures forever;

Give thanks to the God above gods,

His kindness endures forever;

Give thanks to the Lord of lords,

His kindness endures forever;

To Him who alone does great wonders,

His kindness endures forever;

To Him who made the heavens with understanding, 

His kindness endures forever;

To Him who stretched the earth over the waters,

His kindness endures forever;

To Him who made the great lights,

His kindness endures forever;

The sun to reign by day,

His kindness endures forever;

The moon and the stars to reign by night,

His kindness endures forever;
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To Him who smote Egypt in their firstborn,

His kindness endures forever;

And took Israel out from among them,

His kindness endures forever;

With strong hand and outstretched arm,

His kindness endures forever;

To him who parted the Red Sea,

His kindness endures forever;

And caused Israel to pass through it,

His kindness endures forever;

And threw Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea,

His kindness endures forever;

To Him who led His people through the wilderness,

His kindness endures forever;

To Him who smote great kings,

His kindness endures forever;

And slew mighty kings,

His kindness endures forever;

Sihon, king of the Amorites,

His kindness endures forever;

And Og, king of Bashan,

His kindness endures forever;

And gave their land as an inheritance,

His kindness endures forever;

An inheritance to Israel His servant,

His kindness endures forever;

Who remembered us in our low state,

His kindness endures forever;

And released us from our foes,

His kindness endures forever;

Who gives food to all creatures,

His kindness endures forever;

Give thanks to God of all heaven,

His kindness endures forever.

ִים ִּבְבכֹוֵריֶהם,  ְלַמֵּכה ִמְצַרֽ
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו: 

ַוּיֹוֵצא ִיְׂשָרֵאל ִמּתֹוָכם,
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו:

ְּבָיד ֲחזָָקה ּוִבְזֽרֹוַע ְנטּויָה,
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו:

ְלגֹזֵר יַם סּוף ִלְגזִָרים,
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו:

ְוֶהֱעִביר ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְּבתֹוכֹו,
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו:

ְוִנֵער ַּפְרעֹה ְוֵחילֹו ְביַם סּוף,
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו:

ְלמֹוִליְך ַעּמֹו ַבִּמְדָּבר,
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו:

ְלַמֵּכה ְמָלִכים ְּגדִֹלים,
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו:

ַוַּיֲהרֹג ְמָלִכים ַאִּדיִרים,
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו:

ֶלְך ָהֱאמִֹרי, ְלִסיחֹון ֶמֽ
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו:

ֶלְך ַהָּבָׁשן, ּוְלעֹוג ֶמֽ
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו:

ְוָנַתן ַאְרָצם ְלַנֲחָלה,
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו:

ַנֲחָלה ְלִיְׂשָרֵאל ַעְבּדֹו,
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו:

ֶׁשְּבִׁשְפֵלֽנּו ָזַֽכר ָלֽנּו,
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו:

ינּו, נּו ִמָּצֵרֽ ַוִּיְפְרֵקֽ
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו:

נֹוֵתן ֶלֶֽחם ְלָכל ָּבָׂשר,
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו:

ִים, הֹודּו ְלֵאל ַהָּׁשָמֽ
ִּכי ְלעֹוָלם ַחְסּדֹו: 
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The soul of every living being shall bless thy name, 

Lord our God the spirit of all flesh shall ever glorify 

and exalt thy remembrance, our King. Throughout 

eternity Thou art God. Besides Thee we have no king 

who redeems and saves, ransoms and rescues, sustains 

and shows mercy in all times of trouble and distress. 

We have no King but Thee-God of the first and of the 

last, God of all creatues, Master of all generations, 

One acclaimed with a multitude of praises, He who 

guides His world with kindness and His creatures with 

mercy. The Lord neither slumbers nor sleeps; He rouses 

those who sleep and wakens those who slumber; He 

enables the speechless to speak and loosens the bonds 

of the captives; He supports those who are fallen and 

raises those who are bowed down. To Thee alone we 

give thanks. Were our mouth filled with song as the 

ocean, and our tongue with joy as the endless waves; 

were our lips full of praise as the wide heavens, and 

our eyes shining like the sun or the moon; were our 

hands spread out in prayer as the eagles of the sky and 

our feet running as swiftly as the deer-we should still 

be unable to thank Thee and bless thy name, Lord our 

God and God of our fathers, for one of the thousands 

and even myriads of favors which Thou hast bestowed 

on our fathers and on us. Thou hast liberated us from 

Egypt, Lord our God, and redeemed us from the house 

of slavery. Thou has fed us in famine and sustained us 

with plenty. Thou hast saved us from the sword, helped 

us to escape the plague, and spared us from severe and 

enduring diseases. Until now Thy mercy has helped us, 

and Thy kindness has not forsaken us; mayest Thou, 

Lord our God, never abandon us. Therefore, the limbs 

which Thou has given us, the spirit and soul which Thou 

has breathed into our nostrils, and the tongue which 

Thou hast placed in our mouth, shall all thank and bless, 

praise and glorify, exalt and revere, sanctify and acclaim 

thy name, our King. To Thee, every mouth shall offer 

thanks; every tongue shall vow allegiance; every knee 

ְמָך  ָבֵרְך ֶאת ִשׁ ל ַחי ְתּ ַמת ָכּ ִנְשׁ
ָפֵאר  ָשׂר ְתּ ל ָבּ ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו, ְורּוַח ָכּ
ִמיד. ִמן  נּו ָתּ ּוְתרֹוֵמם ִזְכְרָך ַמְלֵכּ

ה ֵאל,  ָהעֹוָלם ְוַעד ָהעֹוָלם ַאָתּ
ְלָעֶדיָך ֵאין ָלנּו ֶמֶלְך ּגֹוֵאל  ּוִמַבּ

ּומֹוִשיַע, ּפֹוֶדה ּוַמִצּיל ּוְמַפְרֵנס 
ָכל ֵעת ָצָרה ְוצּוָקה. ֵאין ָלנּו  ּוְמַרֵחם ְבּ

ה. ֱאלֵֹהי ָהִראׁשֹוִנים  א ָאָתּ ֶמֶלְך ֶאָלּ
ִריֹות,  ל ְבּ ְוָהַאֲחרֹוִנים, ֱאלַֹהּ ָכּ

רֹב  ֻהָלל ְבּ ל ּתֹוָלדֹות, ַהְמּ ֲאדֹון ָכּ
ֶחֶסד  חֹות, ַהְמַנֵהג עֹוָלמֹו ְבּ ָבּ ְשׁ ַהִתּ

ַרֲחִמים. ַוְיָי לֹא ָינּום  ּוְבִרּיֹוָתיו ְבּ
ִקיץ  ִנים ְוַהֵמּ עֹוֵרר ְיֵשׁ ן, ַהְמּ ְולֹא ִייָשׁ
יר  ִתּ ִמים ְוַהַמּ יַח ִאְלּ ִשׂ ִמים, ְוַהֵמּ ִנְרָדּ

ֲאסּוִרים, ְוַהּסֹוֵמְך נֹוְפִלים ְוַהּזֹוֵקף 
ָך ֲאַנְחנּו מֹוִדים. פּוִפים, ְלָך ְלַבְדּ ְכּ

ָיּם, ּוְלׁשֹוֵננּו  יָרה ַכּ ִאּלּו ִפינּו ָמֵלא ִשׁ
ַבח  יו, ְוִשְׂפתֹוֵתינּו ֶשׁ ֲהמֹון ַגָּלּ ִרָנּה ַכּ

ֶמְרֲחֵבי ָרִקיַע, ְוֵעיֵנינּו ְמִאירֹות  ְכּ
ֶמׁש ְוַכָיֵּרַח, ְוָיֵדינּו ְפרּוׂשֹות  ֶשׁ ַכּ

ַאָיּלֹות,  ַמִים, ְוַרְגֵלינּו ַקּלֹות ָכּ ִנְשֵׂרי ָשׁ ְכּ
יִקים ְלהֹודֹות  ֵאין ֲאַנְחנּו ַמְסִפּ

ְלָך, ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֵואלֵֹהי ֲאבֹוֵתינּו, 
ֶמָך, ַעל ַאַחת ֵמֶאֶלף  ּוְלָבֵרְך ֶאת ְשׁ
ָעִמים  י ְרָבבֹות ְפּ ַאְלֵפי ֲאָלִפים ְוִרֵבּ

יָת ִעם ֲאבֹוֵתינּו  ָעִשׂ ַהּטֹובֹות ֶשׁ
נּו, ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו,  ְצַרִים ְגַּאְלָתּ נּו. ִמִמּ ְוִעָמּ
נּו  ָרָעב ַזְנָתּ ִדיָתנּו, ְבּ ית עֲָבִדים ְפּ ּוִמֵבּ

נּו  נּו, ֵמֶחֶרב ִהַצְּלָתּ ְלָתּ ְלַכּ ּוְבָשָׂבע ִכּ
נּו, ּוֵמָחָלִים ָרִעים  ְטָתּ ֶבר ִמַלּ ּוִמֶדּ

יָתנּו. ַעד ֵהָנּה  ִלּ ים ְוֶנֱאָמִנים ִדּ ְוַרִבּ
עֲָזרּונּו ַרֲחֶמיָך ְולֹא עֲזָבּונּו ֲחָסֶדיָך, 

ן  נּו ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ָלֶנַצח. ַעל ֵכּ ֵשׁ ְטּ ְוַאל ִתּ
ָמה  נּו ְורּוַח ּוְנָשׁ ְגָתּ ָבּ ַלּ ִפּ ֵאָבִרים ֶשׁ

ְמָתּ  ר ַשׂ ינּו ְוָלׁשֹון ֲאֶשׁ ַאֵפּ ָנַּפְחָתּ ְבּ ֶשׁ
חּו  ְבּ ִפינּו, ֵהן ֵהם יֹודּו ִויָבְרכּו ִויַשׁ ְבּ
יׁשּו  ִויָפֲארּו ִוירֹוְממּו ְוַיעֲִריצּו ְוַיְקִדּ

ה  י ָכל ֶפּ נּו. ִכּ ְמָך ַמְלֵכּ ְוַיְמִליכּו ֶאת ִשׁ
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shall bend, and all who stand erect shall bow. All hearts 

shall revere Thee, and men's inner beings shall sing 

to thy name, as it is written: "all my bones shall say: O 

Lord, who is like Thee? Thou savest the poor man from 

one that is stronger, the poor and needy from one who 

would rob him." Who may be likened to Thee? Who is 

equal to Thee? Who can be compared to Thee? O Great, 

mighty and revered God, supreme God is the Master 

of heaven and earth. Let us praise, acclaim and glorify 

Thee and bless thy holy name, as it is said: "A Psalm of 

David: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and let my whole inner 

being bless His holy name." 

O God in thy mighty acts of power, great in the honor 

of thy name, powerful forever and revered for thy 

awe-inspiring acts, O King seated upon a high and lofty 

throne! He who abidest forever, exalted and holy is 

His name. And it is written: "Rejoice in the Lord, you 

righteous; it is pleasant for the upright to give praise." 

By the mouth of the upright you shall be praised; 

By the words of the righteous you shall be blessed; 

By the tongue of the pious you shall be exalted; 

And in the midst of the holy you shall be sanctified.

In the assemblies of the multitudes of 

thy people, the house of Israel, with song 

shall thy name, our King, be glorified in 

every generation. For it is the duty of all 

creatures to thank, praise, laud, extol, 

exalt, adore, and bless Thee; even beyond 

the songs and praises of David the son of 

Jesse, thy anointed servant.

Praise be thy name forever, our King, who rules and 

is great and holy in heaven and on earth; for to Thee, 

Lord our God, it is fitting to render song and praise, 

hallel and psalms, power and dominion, victory, glory 

and might, praise and beauty, holiness and sovereignty, 

blessings and thanks, from now and forever. 

ַבע, ְוָכל  ְלָך יֹוֶדה, ְוָכל ָלׁשֹון ְלָך ִתָשּׁ
ֶרְך ְלָך ִתְכַרע, ְוָכל קֹוָמה ְלָפֶניָך  ֶבּ

ֲחֶוה, ְוָכל ְלָבבֹות ִייָראּוָך, ְוָכל  ַתּ ִתְשׁ
ָדָבר  ֶמָך, ַכּ רּו ִלְשׁ ֶקֶרב ּוְכָליֹות ְיַזְמּ

אַמְרָנה: ְייָ, ִמי  ל ַעְצמַֹתי תֹּ תּוב, ָכּ ָכּ ֶשׁ
נּו ְוָעִני  ָכמֹוָך!, ַמִצּיל ָעִני ֵמָחָזק ִמֶמּ

ֶוה  ְך ּוִמי ִיְשׁ ְוֶאְביֹון ִמגְֹּזלֹו. ִמי ִיְדֶמה ָלּ
ְך ּוִמי ַיעֲָרְך ָלְך, ָהֵאל ַהָגּדֹול, ַהִגּּבֹור  ָלּ
ַמִים ָוָאֶרץ.  ְוַהּנֹוָרא, ֵאל ֶעְליֹון, קֵֹנה ָשׁ

ֲחָך ּוְנָפֶאְרָך ּוְנָבֵרְך ֶאת  ֵבּ ְלָך ּוְנַשׁ ְנַהֶלּ
י  ְרִכי ַנְפִשׁ ָאמּור: ְלָדִוד, ָבּ ָך, ָכּ ם ָקְדֶשׁ ֵשׁ

ם ָקְדׁשֹו. ֶאת ְיָי ְוָכל ְקָרַבי ֶאת ֵשׁ

ַתֲעֻצמֹות ֻעזֶָּך, ַהָגּדֹול  ָהֵאל ְבּ
ֶמָך, ַהִגּּבֹור ָלֶנַצח ְוַהּנֹוָרא  ְכבֹוד ְשׁ ִבּ
א  ֵסּ ב ַעל ִכּ ֶלְך ַהּיוֵשׁ נֹוְראֹוֶתיָך, ַהֶמּ ְבּ

דֹוׁש  ׂא. ׁשֹוֵכן ַעד ָמרֹום ְוָקּ ָרם ְוִנָשּ
יי,  יִקים ַבּ מֹו. ְוָכתּוב: ַרְנּנּו ַצִדּ ְשׁ

ה. ִרים ָנאָוה ְתִהָלּ ַלְיָשׁ
ל ְתַהָלּ ִרים ִתּ ִפי ְיָשׁ ְבּ

ַרְך ְתָבּ יִקים ִתּ ּוְבִדְבֵרי ַצִדּ
ְתרֹוָמם ּוִבְלׁשֹון ֲחִסיִדים ִתּ
ׁש ְתַקָדּ ים ִתּ ּוְבֶקֶרב ְקדֹוִשׁ

ית ִיְשָׂרֵאל  ָך ֵבּ ּוְבַמְקֲהלֹות ִרְבבֹות ַעְמּ
ָכל ּדֹור  נּו, ְבּ ְמָך, ַמְלֵכּ ֵאר ִשׁ ִרָנּה ִיְתָפּ ְבּ
ל ַהְיצּוִרים, ְלָפֶניָך  ן חֹוַבת ָכּ ֵכּ ָודֹור. ֶשׁ

ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֵואלֵֹהי ֲאבֹוֵתינּו ְלהֹודֹות, 
ר,  ַח, ְלָפֵאר, ְלרֹוֵמם, ְלַהֵדּ ֵבּ ל, ְלַשׁ ְלַהֵלּ

ְבֵרי  ל ִדּ ס ַעל ָכּ ה ּוְלַקֵלּ ְלָבֵרְך, ְלַעֵלּ
ָך,  י ַעְבְדּ ן ִיַשׁ ִוד ֶבּ חֹות ָדּ ְבּ ירֹות ְוִתְשׁ ִשׁ

יֶחָך. ְמִשׁ

נּו, ָהֵאל ַהֶמֶלְך  ְמָך ָלַעד ַמְלֵכּ ח ִשׁ ַבּ ַתּ ִיְשׁ
י ְלָך ָנֶאה,  ַמִים ּוָבָאֶרץ, ִכּ ָשּׁ דֹוׁש ַבּ ַהָגּדֹול ְוַהָקּ

ָבָחה,  יר ּוְשׁ ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֵואלֵֹהי ֲאבֹוֵתינּו, ִשׁ
ה  ָלה, ֶנַצח, ְגֻּדָלּ ל ְוִזְמָרה, עֹז ּוֶמְמָשׁ ַהֵלּ

ה ּוַמְלכּות,  ִהָלה ְוִתְפֶאֶרת, ְקֻדָשּׁ ּוְגבּוָרה, ְתּ
ה ְוַעד עֹוָלם. ָרכֹות ְוהֹוָדאֹות ֵמַעָתּ ְבּ
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All thy works praise Thee, Lord our God; thy 

pious followers who perform thy will, and all thy 

people the house of Israel, praise, thank, bless, 

glorify, extol, exalt, revere, sanctify, and coronate 

thy name, our King. To Thee it is fitting to give 

thanks, and unto thy name it is proper to sing 

praises, for Thou art God eternal.

יָך, ַוֲחִסיֶדיָך  ל ַמעֲֶשׂ ְיַהְללּוָך יי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ָכּ
ית ִיְשָׂרֵאל  י ְרצֹוֶנָך, ְוָכל ַעְמָך ֵבּ יִקים עֹוֵשׂ ַצִדּ
חּו ִויָפֲארּו, ִוירֹוְממּו  ְבּ ִרָנה יֹודּו ִויָבְרכּו, ִויַשׁ ְבּ
נּו.  ְמָך, ַמְלֵכּ יׁשּו ְוַיְמִליכּו ֶאת ִשׁ ְוַיעֲִריצּו, ְוַיְקִדּ

י  ְמָך ָנֱאה ְלַזֵמר, ִכּ י ְלָך טֹוב ְלהֹודֹות ּוְלִשׁ ִכּ
ה ֵאל. ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְייָ,  ֵמעֹוָלם ְוַעד עֹוָלם ַאָתּ

ֶלְך ְמֻהָּלל ַּבִּתְׁשָּבחֹות. ֶמֽ

The Fourth Cup
Over the Fourth cup of wine, we recite: 

We drink the fourth cup of wine while reclining, then say:

ה ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם  רּוְך ַאָתּ ָבּ
ִרי ַהָגֶפן. ּבֹוֵרא ְפּ

Blessed art Thou, Lord our God, King of the 
universe, who createst the fruit of the vine. 

Blessed, art Thou, Lord our God, King of the 

universe, for the vine and its fruit, and for 

the produce of the field, for the beautiful and 

spacious land which Thou gave to our fathers 

as a heritage to eat of its fruit and to enjoy its 

goodness. Have mercy, Lord our God, on Israel thy 

people, on Jerusalem thy city, on Zion the abode 

of thy glory, on thy altar and thy Temple. Rebuild 

Jerusalem, the holy city, speedily in our days. 

Bring us there and cheer us with its restoration; 

may we eat of its fruit and enjoy of its goodness; 

may we bless Thee for it in holiness and purity.

]Favor us and strengthen us on this Sabbath day[ 

and grant us happiness on this Feast of Matzot;

For Thou, O Lord, are good and beneficent to all, 

and we thank Thee for the land and the fruit of 

the vine. Blessed art Thou, O Lord for the land 

and the fruit of the vine.

ה ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם,  רּוְך ַאָתּ ָבּ
נּוַבת  ִרי ַהֶגֶּפן, ְוַעל ְתּ ַעל ַהֶגֶּפן ְוַעל ְפּ

ה טֹוָבה  ֶדה, ְוַעל ֶאֶרץ ֶחְמָדּ ׂ ַהָשּ
ָרִציָת ְוִהְנַחְלָתּ ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו  ּוְרָחָבה ֶשׁ

ַע ִמּטּוָבּה. ַרֶחם  ְרָיּה ְוִלְשׂבֹּ ֶלֱאכֹל ִמִפּ
ָך ְוַעל  ָנא ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהינּו ַעל ִיְשָׂרֵאל ַעֶמּ

ן  ַכּ ַלִים ִעיֶרָך ְוַעל ִצּיֹון ִמְשׁ ְירּוָשׁ
ֲחָך ְוַעל ֵהיָכֶלָך, ּוְבֵנה  בֹוֶדָך ְוַעל ִמְזַבּ ְכּ
ְמֵהָרה ְבָיֵמינּו,  ֶדׁש ִבּ ַלִים ִעיר ַהקֹּ ְירּוָשׁ

ִבְנָיָנּה  ְוַהעֲֵלנּו ְלתֹוָכּה ְוַשְׂמֵחנּו ְבּ
ע ִמּטּוָבּה  ְרָיּה ְוִנְשַׂבּ ְונֹאַכל ִמִפּ

ה ּוְבָטֳהָרה. ְקֻדָשׁ  ּוְנָבֶרְכָך ָעֶליָה ִבּ
יֹום  ת: ּוְרֵצה ְוַהֲחִליֵצנּו ְבּ ָבּ ַשׁ ]ְבּ
יֹום ַחג  ת ַהֶזּה[ ְוַשְׂמֵחנּו ְבּ ָבּ ַהַשׁ

ה ְיָי טֹוב ּוֵמיִטיב  י ַאָתּ ּצֹות ַהֶזּה. ִכּ ַהַמּ
ִרי  ָך ַעל ָהָאֶרץ ְוַעל ְפּ ל, ְונֹוֶדה ְלּ ַלכֹּ

ה ְייָ, ַעל ָהָאֶרץ ְוַעל  רּוְך ַאָתּ ַהָגֶּפן. ָבּ
ִרי ַהָגֶּפן. ְפּ
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Nirtzahִנְרָצה
 ֲחַסל ִסּדּור ֶּפַסח ְּכִהְלָכתֹו, 

 ְּכָכל ִמְׁשָּפטֹו ְוֻחָּקתֹו. 

ינּו ְלַסֵּדר אֹותֹו,   ַּכֲאֶׁשר זִָכֽ

ֵּכן ִנְזֶּכה ַלעֲׂשֹותֹו.

 זְָך ׁשֹוֵכן ְמעֹונָה,

 קֹוֵמם ְקַהל עֲַדת ִמי ָמנָה.

 ְּבָקרֹוב נֵַהל ִנְטֵעי ַכּנָה,

ְּפדּוִים ְלִצּיֹון ְּבִרּנָה.

ְלָׁשנָה ַהָּבָאה ִּבירּוָׁשָלִֽים!

The Seder now concludes 
according to Halacha, Complete 
in all laws and ordinances. 
Just as we were privileged to 
arrange it tonight, So may we 
be granted to perform it again. 
O Pure One who dwellest in 
the heights above, Establish 
us as a countless people once 
again, Speedily guide thy plants 
Israel as a redeemed people, To 
the land of Zion with song.

Next year in Jerusalem!
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ּוְבֵכן "ַוְיִהי ַּבֲחִצי ַהּלְיָלה".

 ָֹאז רֹוב ִנִּסים ִהְפֵלאָת ַּבַּלְיָלה,
ְּברֹאׁש ַאְׁשמּורֹות ֶזה ַהּלְיָלה,

ֵּגר ֶצֶדק ִנַּצְחּתֹו ְּכֶנֶחַלק לֹו ַלְיָלה,

ַוְיִהי ַּבֲחִצי ַהּלְיָלה.

 ַּדְנָּת ֶמֶלְך ְּגָרר ַּבֲחלֹום ַהּלְיָלה,
 ִהְפַחְדָּת ֲאַרִּמי ְּבֶאֶמׁש ַלְיָלה,

ַוָּיַׁשר ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְלַמְלָאְך ַוּיּוַכל לֹו ַלְיָלה,

ַוְיִהי ַּבֲחִצי ַהּלְיָלה.

 ֶזַרע ְּבכֹוֵרי ַפְתרֹוס ָמַחְצָּת ַּבֲחִצי ַהּלְיָלה,
 ֵחיָלם לֹא ָמְצאּו ְּבקּוָמם ַּבַּלְיָלה,

ִטיַסת ְנִגיד ֲחרֶֹׁשת ִסִּליָת ְבכֹוְכֵבי ַלְיָלה,

ַוְיִהי ַּבֲחִצי ַהּלְיָלה.

 ָיַעץ ְמָחֵרף ְלנֹוֵפף ִאּוּוי, הֹוַבְׁשָּת ְפָגָריו ַּבַּלְיָלה,
 ָּכַרע ֵּבל ּוַמָּצבֹו ְּבִאיׁשֹון ַלְיָלה,

ְלִאיׁש ֲחמּודֹות ִנְגָלה ָרז ֲחזֹות ַלְיָלה,
ַוְיִהי ַּבֲחִצי ַהּלְיָלה.

 ִמְׁשַּתֵּכר ִּבְכֵלי קֶֹדׁש ֶנֱהַרג ּבֹו ַּבַּלְיָלה,
 נֹוַׁשע ִמּבֹור ֲאָריֹות ּפֹוֵתר ִּבעֲתּוֵתי ַלְיָלה.

ִׂשְנָאה נַָטר ֲאָגִגי ְוָכַתב ְסָפִרים ַלְיָלה,

ַוְיִהי ַּבֲחִצי ַהּלְיָלה.

 עֹוַרְרָּת ִנְצֲחָך ָעָליו ְּבֶנֶדד ְׁשַנת ַלְיָלה,
 ּפּוָרה ִתְדרֹוְך ְלׁשֹוֵמר ַמה ִּמַּלְיָלה,

ָצַרח ַּכּׁשֵֹמר ְוָׂשח ָאָתא בֶֹקר ְוַגם ַלְיָלה,

ַוְיִהי ַּבֲחִצי ַהּלְיָלה.

 ָקֵרב יֹום ֲאֶׁשר הּוא לֹא יֹום ְולֹא ַלְיָלה,
 ָרם הֹוַדע ִּכי ְלָך ַהּיֹום ַאף ְלָך ַהּלְיָלה,

ׁשֹוְמִרים ַהְפֵקד ְלִעיְרָך ָּכל ַהיֹום ְוָכל ַהּלְיָלה, 
ָּתִאיר ְּכאֹור יֹום ֶחְׁשַּכת ַלְיָלה,

ַוְיִהי ַּבֲחִצי ַהּלְיָלה:

It came to pass at midnight.

Thou didst perform most wonders at night, In the 

early watches of this night. The righteous convert 

Abraham didst Thou cause to triumph at night. 

It came to pass at midnight. 

Grar's king Abimelech, didst Thou judge in a 

dream by night. Thou didst frighten Laban in the 

dark of night. Israel overcame an angel and won 

by night. 

It came to pass at midnight.

Egypt's firstborn didst Thou crush at midnight. 

Their strength they found not when they rose at 

night. Sisera, prince of Harashet, didst Thou rout 

through stars of the night. 

It came to pass at midnight.

Senncherib, the blasphemer, didst Thou disgrace 

by night. Babylon's idol fell in the dark of night. 

Daniel was shown the secret of the king's dream of 

the night. 

It came to pass at midnight.

Belshazzar, who drank from the Temple's vessel, 

was killed that same night. Daniel who was saved 

from the lion's den interpreted the visions of 

night. Hateful Haman the Agagite wrote letters in 

the night. 

It came to pass at midnight.

Thou didst triumph against Haman in the 

king's sleepless night. Trample the winepress 

and aid those who ask. "What of the night?" The 

watchman responds: "Morning comes after night".  

It came to pass at midnight.

Hasten the eternal day which is not really day or 

night. Exalted One, proclaim that Thine are day 

and night. Set guards about thy city all day and 

night. Brighten as day the darkness of the night.  

It came to pass at midnight.

On the first night, recite:
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On the second night, recite:
And you shall say: It is the Pesach sacrifice.

Thy wondrous powers didst Thou display on 

Pesach; Chief of all feasts didst Thou make 

Pesach; Thou didst reveal Thyself to Abraham on 

the midnight of Pesach; 

And you shall say: It is the Pesach sacrifice.

To his door didst Thou come at noon on Pesach; 

With matzot he served angels on Pesach; To the 

herd he ran for the ox recalling Joseph on Pesach; 

And you shall say: It is the Pesach sacrifice.

The men of Sodom were burned in wrath on 

Pesach; Lot was saved, he baked matzot at the end 

of Pesach; Thou didst sweep and destroy Egypt 

when passing on Pesach; 

And you shall say: It is the Pesach sacrifice.

Lord, every Egyptian firstborn Thou didst crush 

on Pesach; But thy firstborn Thou didst passover 

on the Pesach; So that no evil destroyed Israel's 

homes on Pesach; 

And you shall say: It is the Pesach sacrifice.

The well-locked city of Jericho fell on Pesach; 

Midian was destroyed through a barley-cake from 

the Omer of Pesach; Assyria's mighty armies were 

consumed by fire on Pesach; 

And you shall say: It is the Pesach sacrifice.

Senncherib would have held his ground at 

Nov but the siege on Pesach; A hand inscribed 

Babylon's fate on Pesach; Babylon's festive table 

was destroyed on Pesach; 

And you shall say: It is the Pesach sacrifice.

Esther called a three-day fast on Pesach; Thou 

didst hang the evil Haman on Pesach; Doubly, wilt 

Thou punish Edom on Pesach; Let Thy mighty arm 

save us from harm on the night of Pesach; 

And you shall say: It is the Pesach sacrifice.

ּוְבֵכן ַוֲאַמְרֶּתם זֶַבח ֶּפַסח.

 אֶֹמץ ְּגבּורֹוֶתיָך ִהְפֵלאָת ַּבֶּפַסח,
 ְּברֹאׁש ָּכל מֹועֲדֹות ִנֵּׂשאָת ֶּפַסח,

ִּגִּליָת ָלֶאְזָרִחי ֲחצֹות ֵליל ֶּפַסח,
ַוֲאַמְרֶּתם זֶַבח ֶּפַסח.

 ְּדָלָתיו ָּדַפְקָּת ְּכחֹם ַהּיֹום ַּבֶּפַסח,
 ִהְסִעיד נֹוְצִצים ֻעגֹות ַמּצֹות ַּבֶּפַסח,

ְוֶאל ַהָּבָקר ָרץ ֵזֶכר ְלׁשֹור ֵעֶרְך ֶּפַסח,
ַוֲאַמְרֶּתם זֶַבח ֶּפַסח.

 זֹעֲמּו ְסדֹוִמים ְולֲֹהטּו ָּבֵאׁש ַּבֶּפַסח,
 ֻחַּלץ לֹוט ֵמֶהם, ּוַמּצֹות ָאָפה ְּבֵקץ ֶּפַסח,
ִטאֵטאָת ַאְדַמת מֹף ְונֹף ְּבָעְבְרָך ַּבֶּפַסח,

ַוֲאַמְרֶּתם זֶַבח ֶּפַסח.

 ָיּה, רֹאׁש ָּכל אֹון ָמַחְצָּת ְּבֵליל ִׁשּמּור ֶּפַסח,
 ַּכִּביר, ַעל ֵּבן ְּבכֹור ָּפַסְחָּת ְּבַדם ֶּפַסח,

ְלִבְלִּתי ֵתת ַמְׁשִחית ָלבֹא ִבְפָתַחי ַּבֶּפַסח,
ַוֲאַמְרֶּתם זֶַבח ֶּפַסח.

 ְמֻסֶגֶרת ֻסָּגָרה ְּבִעּתֹוֵתי ֶּפַסח,
 ִנְׁשְמָדה ִמְדָין ִּבְצִליל ְׂשעֹוֵרי עֶֹמר ֶּפַסח,

ׂשְרפּו ִמְׁשַמֵּני ּפּול ְולּוד ִּביַקד ְיקֹוד ֶּפַסח,
ַוֲאַמְרֶּתם זֶַבח ֶּפַסח.

 עֹוד ַהּיֹום ְּבנֹב ַלעֲמֹוד, ַעד ָּגָעה עֹוַנת ֶּפַסח,
 ַּפס ָיד ָּכְתָבה ְלַקעֲֵקַע צּול ַּבֶּפַסח,

ָצפֹה ַהָּצִפית ָערֹוְך ַהֻּׁשְלָחן, ַּבֶּפַסח,
ַוֲאַמְרֶּתם זֶַבח ֶּפַסח.

 ָקָהל ִּכְּנָסה ֲהַדָּסה צֹום ְלַׁשֵּלׁש ַּבֶּפַסח,
 רֹאׁש ִמֵּבית ָרָׁשע ָמַחְצָּת ְּבֵעץ ֲחִמִּׁשים ַּבֶּפַסח,

ְׁשֵּתי ֵאֶּלה ֶרַגע, ָּתִביא ְלעּוִצית ַּבֶּפַסח,
ָּתעֹוז ָיְדָך ְוָתרּום ְיִמיְנָך, ְּכֵליל ִהְתַקֵּדׁש ַחג ֶּפַסח,

ַוֲאַמְרֶּתם זֶַבח ֶּפַסח.



77

ִּכי לֹו ָנֶאה, ִּכי לֹו ָיֶאה.

 ַאִּדיר ִּבְמלּוָכה, ָּבחּור ַּכֲהָלָכה,
 ְּגדּוָדיו יֹאְמרּו לֹו:

 ְלָך ּוְלָך, ְלָך ִּכי ְלָך, ְלָך ַאף ְלָך, ְלָך ְיָי ַהַּמְמָלָכה.
ִּכי לֹו ָנֶאה, ִּכי לֹו ָיֶאה.

 ָּדגּול ִּבְמלּוָכה, ָהדּור ַּכֲהָלָכה,
 ְוִתיָקיו יֹאְמרּו לֹו:

 ְלָך ּוְלָך, ְלָך ִּכי ְלָך, ְלָך ַאף ְלָך, ְלָך ְיָי ַהַּמְמָלָכה.
ִּכי לֹו ָנֶאה, ִּכי לֹו ָיֶאה.

 זַַּכאי ִּבְמלּוָכה, ָחִסין ַּכֲהָלָכה,
 ַטְפְסָריו יֹאְמרּו לֹו:

 ְלָך ּוְלָך, ְלָך ִּכי ְלָך, ְלָך ַאף ְלָך, ְלָך ְיָי ַהַּמְמָלָכה.
ִּכי לֹו ָנֶאה, ִּכי לֹו ָיֶאה.

 יִָחיד ִּבְמלּוָכה, ַּכִּביר ַּכֲהָלָכה,
 ִלּמּוָדיו יֹאְמרּו לֹו:

 ְלָך ּוְלָך, ְלָך ִּכי ְלָך, ְלָך ַאף ְלָך, ְלָך ְיָי ַהַּמְמָלָכה.
ִּכי לֹו ָנֶאה, ִּכי לֹו ָיֶאה.

 מֹוֵׁשל ִּבְמלּוָכה, נֹוָרא ַּכֲהָלָכה,
 ְסִביָביו יֹאְמרּו לֹו:

 ְלָך ּוְלָך, ְלָך ִּכי ְלָך, ְלָך ַאף ְלָך, ְלָך ְיָי ַהַּמְמָלָכה.
ִּכי לֹו ָנֶאה, ִּכי לֹו ָיֶאה.

 ָעָנו ִּבְמלּוָכה, ּפֹוֶדה ַּכֲהָלָכה,
 ַצִּדיָקיו יֹאְמרּו לֹו:

 ְלָך ּוְלָך, ְלָך ִּכי ְלָך, ְלָך ַאף ְלָך, ְלָך ְיָי ַהַּמְמָלָכה.
ִּכי לֹו ָנֶאה, ִּכי לֹו ָיֶאה.

 ָקּדֹוׁש ִּבְמלּוָכה, ַרחּום ַּכֲהָלָכה,
 ִׁשְנַאָּניו יֹאְמרּו לֹו:

 ְלָך ּוְלָך, ְלָך ִּכי ְלָך, ְלָך ַאף ְלָך, ְלָך ְיָי ַהַּמְמָלָכה.
ִּכי לֹו ָנֶאה, ִּכי לֹו ָיֶאה.

 ַּתִּקיף ִּבְמלּוָכה, ּתֹוֵמְך ַּכֲהָלָכה,
 ְּתִמיָמיו יֹאְמרּו לֹו:

 ְלָך ּוְלָך, ְלָך ִּכי ְלָך, ְלָך ַאף ְלָך, ְלָך ְיָי ַהַּמְמָלָכה.
ִּכי לֹו ָנֶאה, ִּכי לֹו ָיֶאה.

Beautiful praises are His due.

Powerful in kingship, truly chosen, His troops 

sing to Him: "Thine only Thine, O Lord, is the 

Majestic Kingdom." 

Beautiful praises are His due.

Famous in kingship, truly glorious, His 

faithful sing to Him: "Thine only Thine, O 

Lord, is the Majestic Kingdom." 

Beautiful praisesare His due.

Guiltless in kingship, truly strong, His angels 

sing to Him: "Thine only Thine, O Lord, is the 

Majestic Kingdom." 

Beautiful praises are His due.

Alone in kingship, truly powerful, His 

scholars sing to Him: "Thine only Thine, O 

Lord, is the Majestic Kingdom." 

Beautiful praises are His due.

Commanding in kingship, truly revered, His 

near ones sing to Him: "Thine only Thine, O 

Lord, is the Majestic Kingdom." 

Beautiful praises are His due.

Humble in kingship, truly redeeming, His 

righteous sing 

to Him: "Thine only Thine, O Lord, is the 

Majestic Kingdom." 

Beautiful praises are His due.

Holy in kingship, truly merciful, His angels 

sing to Him: "Thine only Thine, O Lord, is the 

Majestic Kingdom." 

Beautiful praises are His due.

Indomitable in kingship, truly sustaining, His 

innocent sing to Him: "Thine only Thine, O 

Lord, is the Majestic Kingdom." 

Beautiful praises are His due.
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 ַאִּדיר הּוא
 ִיְבֶנה ֵביתֹו ְּבָקרֹוב,

 ִּבְמֵהָרה ִּבְמֵהָרה, ְּביֵָמינּו ְּבָקרֹוב.
ֵאל ְּבֵנה, ְּבֵנה ֵביְתָך ְּבָקרֹוב.

 ָּבחּור הּוא, ָּגדֹול הּוא, ָּדגּול הּוא,
 ִיְבֶנה ֵביתֹו ְּבָקרֹוב,

 ִּבְמֵהָרה ִּבְמֵהָרה, ְּביֵָמינּו ְּבָקרֹוב.
ֵאל ְּבֵנה, ְּבֵנה ֵביְתָך ְּבָקרֹוב.

ָהדּור הּוא, ָוִתיק הּוא, זַַּכאי הּוא, 
 ָחִסיד הּוא,

 ִיְבֶנה ֵביתֹו ְּבָקרֹוב,
 ִּבְמֵהָרה ִּבְמֵהָרה, ְּביֵָמינּו ְּבָקרֹוב.

ֵאל ְּבֵנה, ְּבֵנה ֵביְתָך ְּבָקרֹוב.

ָטהֹור הּוא, יִָחיד הּוא, ַּכִּביר הּוא, 
ָלמּוד הּוא, ֶמֶלְך הּוא, נֹוָרא הּוא, 
ַסִּגיב הּוא, ִעּזּוז הּוא, ּפֹוֶדה הּוא, 

 ַצִּדיק הּוא,
 ִיְבֶנה ֵביתֹו ְּבָקרֹוב, 

 ִּבְמֵהָרה ִּבְמֵהָרה, ְּביֵָמינּו ְּבָקרֹוב.
ֵאל ְּבֵנה, ְּבֵנה ֵביְתָך ְּבָקרֹוב.

ָקדֹוׁש הּוא, ַרחּום הּוא, ַׁשַּדי הּוא, 
 ַּתִּקיף הּוא,

 ִיְבֶנה ֵביתֹו ְּבָקרֹוב,
 ִּבְמֵהָרה ִּבְמֵהָרה, ְּביֵָמינּו ְּבָקרֹוב.

ֵאל ְּבֵנה, ְּבֵנה ֵביְתָך ְּבָקרֹוב.

He is powerful

May He build His temple very soon. 

O God, build thy temple speedily.

He is chosen, great, and famous; 

May He build His temple very soon.

O God, build thy temple speedily.

He is glorious, pure and guiltless; 

May He build His temple very soon.

O God, build thy temple speedily.

He is pious, clean and unique;  

May He build His temple very soon.

O God, build thy temple speedily.

He is powerful, wise and majestic; 

May He build His temple very soon.

O God, build thy temple speedily.

He is revered, eminent and strong; 

May He build His temple very soon.

O God, build thy temple speedily.

He is redeeming, righteous and holy; 

May He build His temple very soon.

O God, build thy temple speedily.

He is merciful, ominipotent, and indomitable;  

May He build His temple very soon.

O God, build thy temple speedily.

On the second night of Passover, we begin the counting of the Omer:

ֶלְך  ינּו ֶמֽ ה ְיָי ֱאלֵֹהֽ רּוְך ַאָתּ ָבּ
ִמְצוָֺתיו  נּו ְבּ ָשֽׁ ר ִקְדּ ָהעֹוָלם ֲאֶשׁ

ֶמר. ְוִצָוּֽנּו ַעל ְסִפיַרת ָהעֹֽ

ַהּיֹום יֹום ֶאָחד ָלעֶֹמר.

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe, 
who has sanctified us with the commandments and 
commanded us to count the Omer.

Today is day one of the Omer.
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 ֶאָחד ִמי יֹוֵדַע?
 ֶאָחד ֲאִני יֹוֵדַע:

ֶאָחד ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶׁשַּבָּׁשַמִים ּוָבָאֶרץ.
 ְׁשנִַים ִמי יֹוֵדַע?

 ְׁשנִַים ֲאִני יֹוֵדע: ְׁשנֵי ֻלחֹות ַהְּבִרית,
ֶאָחד ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶׁשַּבָּׁשַמִים ּוָבָאֶרץ.

 ְׁשלָֹשה ִמי יֹוֵדַע?
 ְׁשלָֹשה ֲאִני יֹוֵדַע: ְׁשלָֹׁשה ָאבֹות,

 ְׁשנֵי ֻלחֹות ַהְּבִרית,
ֶאָחד ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶׁשַּבָּׁשַמִים ּוָבָאֶרץ.

 ַאְרַּבע ִמי יֹוֵדַע?
 ַאְרַּבע ֲאִני יֹוֵדַע: ַאְרַּבע ִאָּמהֹות,

 ְׁשלָֹׁשה ָאבֹות, ְׁשנֵי ֻלחֹות ַהְּבִרית,
ֶאָחד ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶׁשַּבָּׁשַמִים ּוָבָאֶרץ.

 ֲחִמָּׁשה ִמי יֹוֵדַע?
 ֲחִמָּׁשה ֲאִני יֹוֵדַע: ֲחִמָּׁשה חּוְמֵׁשי תֹוָרה,

 ַאְרַּבע ִאָּמהֹות, ְׁשלָֹׁשה ָאבֹות,
 ְׁשֵני ֻלחֹות ַהְּבִרית,

ֶאָחד ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶׁשַּבָּׁשַמִים ּוָבָאֶרץ.
 ִׁשָּׁשה ִמי יֹוֵדַע?

 ִׁשָּׁשה ֲאִני יֹוֵדַע: ִׁשָּׁשה ִסְדֵרי ִמְׁשָנה,
 ֲחִמָּׁשה חּוְמֵׁשי תֹוָרה, ַאְרַּבע ִאָּמהֹות,

 ְׁשלָֹׁשה ָאבֹות, ְׁשֵני ֻלחֹות ַהְּבִרית,
ֶאָחד ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶׁשַּבָּׁשַמִים ּוָבָאֶרץ.

 ִׁשְבָעה ִמי יֹוֵדַע?
 ִׁשְבָעה ֲאִני יֹוֵדַע: ִׁשְבָעה ְיֵמי ַׁשַּבָּתא,

 ִׁשָּׁשה ִסְדֵרי ִמְׁשנָה, ֲחִמָּׁשה חּוְמֵׁשי תֹוָרה,
 ַאְרַּבע ִאָּמהֹות, ְׁשלָֹׁשה ָאבֹות,

 ְׁשנֵי ֻלחֹות ַהְּבִרית,
ֶאָחד ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶׁשַּבָּׁשַמִים ּוָבָאֶרץ.

 ְׁשמֹוָנה ִמי יֹוֵדַע?
 ְׁשמֹוָנה ֲאִני יֹוֵדע: ְׁשמֹוָנה ְיֵמי ִמיָלה,

ִׁשְבָעה ְיֵמי ַׁשַּבָּתא, ִׁשָּׁשה ִסְדֵרי ִמְׁשָנה, 
ֲחִמָּׁשה חּוְמֵׁשי תֹוָרה, ַאְרַּבע ִאָּמהֹות, 

 ְׁשלָֹׁשה ָאבֹות, ְׁשֵני ֻלחֹות ַהְּבִרית,
ֶאָחד ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶׁשַּבָּׁשַמִים ּוָבָאֶרץ.

Who knows one?

I know one! One is our God in heaven and earth.

Who knows two? I know two! Two are the tablets of 

the covenant; One is our God in heaven and earth.

Who knows three? I know three! Three are the fathers 

of Israel; Two are the tablets of the covenant; One is our 

God in heaven and earth.

Who knows four? I know four! Four are the mothers of 

Israel; Three are the fathers of Israel; Two are the tablets 

of the covenant; One is our God in heaven and earth.

Who knows five? I know five! Five are the books of 

the Torah; Four are the mothers of Israel; Three are the 

fathers of Israel; Two are the tablets of the covenant; 

One is our God in heaven and earth.

Who knows six? I know six! Six are the orders of the 

Mishnah; Five are the books of the Torah; Four are the 

mothers of Israel; Three are the fathers of Israel; Two 

are the tablets of the covenant; One is our God in heaven 

and earth.

Who knows seven? I know seven! Seven are the days 

of the week; Six are the orders of the Mishnah; Five are 

the books of the Torah; Four are the mothers of Israel; 

Three are the fathers of Israel; Two are the tablets of the 

covenant; One is our God in heaven and earth. 

Who knows eight? I know eight! Eight are the days to 

circumcision; Seven are the days of the week; Six are the 

orders of the Mishnah; Five are the books of the Torah; 

Four are the mothers of Israel; Three are the fathers of 

Israel; Two are the tablets of the covenant; One is our 

God in heaven and earth.

Who knows nine? I know nine! Nine are the months to 

childbirth; Eight are the days to circumcision; Seven are 

the days of the week; Six are the orders of the Mishnah; 

Five are the books of the Torah; Four are the mothers of 

Israel; Three are the fathers of Israel; Two are the tablets 

of the covenant; One is our God in heaven and earth. 
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 ִּתְׁשָעה ִמי יֹוֵדַע?
 ִּתְׁשָעה ֲאִני יֹוֵדַע: ִּתְׁשָעה ַיְרֵחי ֵלָדה,

ְׁשמֹונָה ְיֵמי ִמיָלה, ִׁשְבָעה ְיֵמי ַׁשַּבָּתא, ִׁשָּׁשה 
ִסְדֵרי ִמְׁשנָה, ֲחִמָּׁשה חּוְמֵׁשי תֹוָרה, ַאְרַּבע 
 ִאָּמהֹות, ְׁשלָֹׁשה ָאבֹות, ְׁשנֵי ֻלחֹות ַהְּבִרית,

ֶאָחד ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶׁשַּבָּׁשַמִים ּוָבָאֶרץ.
 ֲעָׂשָרה ִמי יֹוֵדַע?

 עֲָׂשָרה ֲאִני יֹוֵדַע: עֲָׂשָרה ִדְּבַרָיא,
 ִּתְׁשָעה ַיְרֵחי ֵלָדה, ְׁשמֹוָנה ְיֵמי ִמיָלה,

ִׁשְבָעה ְיֵמי ַׁשַּבָּתא, ִׁשָּׁשה ִסְדֵרי ִמְׁשָנה, 
ֲחִמָּׁשה חּוְמֵׁשי תֹוָרה, ַאְרַּבע ִאָּמהֹות, 

 ְׁשלָֹׁשה ָאבֹות, ְׁשֵני ֻלחֹות ַהְּבִרית,
ֶאָחד ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶׁשַּבָּׁשַמִים ּוָבָאֶרץ.

 ַאַחד ָעָׂשר ִמי יֹוֵדַע?
 ַאַחד ָעָׂשר ֲאִני יֹוֵדַע: ַאַחד ָעָׂשר ּכֹוְכַבָּיא,

עֲָׂשָרה ִדְּבַרָיא, ִּתְׁשָעה יְַרֵחי ֵלָדה, ְׁשמֹונָה ְיֵמי 
ִמיָלה, ִׁשְבָעה ְיֵמי ַׁשַּבָּתא, ִׁשָּׁשה ִסְדֵרי ִמְׁשנָה, 
ֲחִמָּׁשה חּוְמֵׁשי תֹוָרה, ַאְרַּבע ִאָּמהֹות, ְׁשלָֹׁשה 

 ָאבֹות, ְׁשנֵי ֻלחֹות ַהְּבִרית,
ֶאָחד ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶׁשַּבָּׁשַמִים ּוָבָאֶרץ.

 ְׁשנֵים ָעָׂשר ִמי יֹוֵדַע?
 ְׁשנֵים ָעָׂשר ֲאִני יֹוֵדַע: ְׁשנֵים ָעָׂשר ִׁשְבַטָּיא,

 ַאַחד ָעָׂשר ּכֹוְכַבָּיא, עֲָׂשָרה ִדְּבַרָיא,
 ִּתְׁשָעה יְַרֵחי ֵלָדה, ְׁשמֹונָה ְיֵמי ִמיָלה,

 ִׁשְבָעה ְיֵמי ַׁשַּבָּתא, ִׁשָּׁשה ִסְדֵרי ִמְׁשנָה,
 ֲחִמָּׁשה חּוְמֵׁשי תֹוָרה, ַאְרַּבע ִאָּמהֹות,

 ְׁשלָֹׁשה ָאבֹות, ְׁשנֵי ֻלחֹות ַהְּבִרית,
ֶאָחד ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶׁשַּבָּׁשַמִים ּוָבָאֶרץ.

 ְׁשלָֹשה ָעָׂשר ִמי יֹוֵדַע?
 ְׁשלָֹׁשה ָעָׂשר ֲאִני יֹוֵדַע: ְׁשלָֹׁשה ָעָׂשר ִמַּדָּיא,

ְׁשֵנים ָעָׂשר ִׁשְבַטָּיא, ַאַחד ָעָׂשר ּכֹוְכַבָּיא, 
עֲָׂשָרה ִדְּבַרָיא, ִּתְׁשָעה ַיְרֵחי ֵלָדה, ְׁשמֹוָנה 

ְיֵמי ִמיָלה, ִׁשְבָעה ְיֵמי ַׁשַּבָּתא, ִׁשָּׁשה ִסְדֵרי 
ִמְׁשָנה, ֲחִמָּׁשה חּוְמֵׁשי תֹוָרה, ַאְרַּבע 

 ִאָּמהֹות, ְׁשלָֹׁשה ָאבֹות, ְׁשֵני ֻלחֹות ַהְּבִרית,
ֶאָחד ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶׁשַּבָּׁשַמִים ּוָבָאֶרץ.

Who knows ten? I know ten! Ten are the 

commandments; Nine are the months to childbirth; 

Eight are the days to circumcision; Seven are the 

days of the week; Six are the orders of the Mishnah; 

Five are the books of the Torah; Four are the 

mothers of Israel; Three are the fathers of Israel; 

Two are the tablets of the covenant; One is our God 

in heaven and earth.

Who knows eleven? I know eleven! Eleven 

are the stars in Joseph's dream; Ten are the 

commandments; Nine are the months to childbirth; 

Eight are the days to circumcision; Seven are the 

days of the week; Six are the orders of the Mishnah; 

Five are the books of the Torah; Four are the 

mothers of Israel; Three are the fathers of Israel; 

Two are the tablets of the covenant; One is our God 

in heaven and earth.

Who knows twelve? I know twelve! Twelve are 

the tribes of Israel; Eleven are the stars in Joseph's 

dream; Ten are the commandments; Nine are 

the months to childbirth; Eight are the days to 

circumcision; Seven are the days of the week; Six 

are the orders of the Mishnah; Five are the books 

of the Torah; Four are the mothers of Israel; Three 

are the fathers of Israel; Two are the tablets of the 

covenant; One is our God in heaven and earth. 

Who knows thirteen? I know thirteen! Thirteen 

are the attributes of God; Twelve are the tribes 

of Israel; Eleven are the stars in Joseph's dream; 

Ten are the commandments; Nine are the months 

to childbirth; Eight are the days to circumcision; 

Seven are the days of the week; Six are the orders of 

the Mishnah; Five are the books of the Torah; Four 

are the mothers of Israel; Three are the fathers of 

Israel; Two are the tablets of the covenant; One is 

our God in heaven and earth.
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 ַחד ַּגְדָיא, ַחד ַּגְדָיא
ְדזִַּבין ַאָּבא ִּבְתֵרי זּוֵזי, ַחד ַּגְדָיא, ַחד ַּגְדָיא.

 ְוָאָתא ׁשּוְנָרא, ְוָאְכָלה ְלַגְדָיא,
ְדזִַּבין ַאָּבא ִּבְתֵרי זּוֵזי, ַחד ַּגְדָיא, ַחד ַּגְדָיא.

 ְוָאָתא ַכְלָּבא, ְוָנַׁשְך ְלׁשּוְנָרא, ְּדָאְכָלה ְלַגְדָיא,
ְדזִַּבין ַאָּבא ִּבְתֵרי זּוֵזי, ַחד ַּגְדָיא, ַחד ַּגְדָיא.

ְוָאָתא חּוְטָרא, ְוִהָּכה ְלַכְלָּבא, ְּדָנַׁשְך 
 ְלׁשּוְנָרא, ְּדָאְכָלה ְלַגְדָיא,

ְדזִַּבין ַאָּבא ִּבְתֵרי זּוֵזי, ַחד ַּגְדָיא, ַחד ַּגְדָיא.

ְוָאָתא נּוָרא, ְוָׂשַרף ְלחּוְטָרא, ְדִהָּכה ְלַכְלָּבא, 
 ְּדָנַׁשְך ְלׁשּוְנָרא, ְּדָאְכָלה ְלַגְדָיא,

ְדזִַּבין ַאָּבא ִּבְתֵרי זּוֵזי, ַחד ַּגְדָיא, ַחד ַּגְדָיא

 ְוָאָתא ַמָּיא, ְוָכָבה ְלנּוָרא,
 ְּדָׂשַרף ְלחּוְטָרא, ְדִהָּכה ְלַכְלָּבא

  ְּדָנַׁשְך ְלׁשּוְנָרא, ְּדָאְכָלה ְלַגְדָיא,
ְדזִַּבין ַאָּבא ִּבְתֵרי זּוֵזי, ַחד ַּגְדָיא, ַחד ַּגְדָיא.

ְוָאָתא תֹוָרא, ְוָׁשָתא ְלַמָּיא, ְּדָכָבה ְלנּוָרא, 
ְּדָׂשַרף ְלחּוְטָרא, ְדִהָּכה ְלַכְלָּבא, ְּדָנַׁשְך 

 ְלׁשּוְנָרא, ְּדָאְכָלה ְלַגְדָיא,
ְדזִַּבין ַאָּבא ִּבְתֵרי זּוֵזי, ַחד ַּגְדָיא, ַחד ַּגְדָיא.

ְוָאָתא ַהׁשֹוֵחט, ְוָׁשַחט ְלתֹוָרא, ְּדָׁשָתא 
ְלַמָּיא, ְּדָכָבה ְלנּוָרא, ְּדָׂשַרף ְלחּוְטָרא, ְדִהָּכה 

 ְלַכְלָּבא, ְּדָנַׁשְך ְלׁשּוְנָרא, ְּדָאְכָלה ְלַגְדָיא,
ְדזִַּבין ַאָּבא ִּבְתֵרי זּוֵזי, ַחד ַּגְדָיא, ַחד ַּגְדָיא.

ְוָאָתא ַמְלַאְך ַהָּמֶות, ְוָׁשַחט ְלׁשֹוֵחט, ְּדָׁשַחט 
ְלתֹוָרא, ְּדָׁשָתא ְלַמָּיא, ְּדָכָבה ְלנּוָרא, ְּדָׂשַרף 

ְלחּוְטָרא, ְדִהָּכה ְלַכְלָּבא, ְּדָנַׁשְך ְלׁשּוְנָרא, 
 ְּדָאְכָלה ְלַגְדָיא,

ְדזִַּבין ַאָּבא ִּבְתֵרי זּוֵזי, ַחד ַּגְדָיא, ַחד ַּגְדָיא.

ְוָאָתא ַהָּקדֹוׁש ָּברּוְך הּוא, ְוָׁשַחט ְלַמְלָאְך 
ַהָּמֶות, ְּדָׁשַחט ְלתֹוָרא, ְּדָׁשָתא ְלַמָּיא, ְּדָכָבה 

ְלנּוָרא, ְּדָׂשַרף ְלחּוְטָרא, ְּדִהָּכה ְלַכְלָּבא, 
 ְּדָנַׁשְך ְלׁשּוְנָרא, ְּדָאְכָלה ְלַגְדָיא,

ְדזִַּבין ַאָּבא ִּבְתֵרי זּוֵזי, ַחד ַּגְדָיא, ַחד ַּגְדָיא.

One kid, one kid

That Father bought for two zuzim; One kid, one kid.

The cat came and ate the kid 

That father bought for two zuzim; One kid, one kid.

The dog came and bit the cat that ate the kid 

That father bought for two zuzim; One kid, one kid.

The stick came and beat the dog that bit the cat that 

ate the kid 

That father bought for two zuzim; One kid, one kid.

The fire came and burned the stick that beat the dog 

that bit the cat that ate the kid 

That father bought for two zuzim; One kid, one kid.

The water came and quenched the fire that burned the 

stick that beat the dog that bit the cat that ate the kid  

That father bought for two zuzim; One kid, one kid.

The ox came and drank the water that quenched the 

fire that burned the stick that beat the dog that bit the 

cat that ate the kid 

That father bought for two zuzim; One kid, one kid.

The slaughterer came and killed the ox that drank the 

water that quenched the fire that burned the stick that 

beat the dog that bit the cat that ate the kid 

That father bought for two zuzim; One kid, one kid.

The angel of death came and slew the slaughterer that 

killed the ox that drank the water that quenched the 

fire that burned the stick that beat the dog that bit the 

cat that ate the kid 

That father bought for two zuzim; One kid, one kid.

The Holy One, blessed be He, came and slew the angel 

of death that slew the slaughterer that killed the 

ox that drank the water that quenched the fire that 

burned the stick that beat the dog that bit the cat that 

ate the kid 

That father bought for two zuzim; One kid, one kid.
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